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Preface 
 

The balance of the earth is shattered.  We are all hostages of our 
behaviour, our greed, our mismanagement of natural resources.  
This is a fact that cannot be ignored any longer.  In order to 
remediate the situation we need to know this simple fact and to 
make people aware about it.  We need also to look for solutions to 
environmental problems as we see them today and as we 
perceive them for tomorrow.  In order to do this successfully, we 
need to develop ourselves and to help our partners and clients 
develop so that the change of behaviour in the right direction 
occurs as soon as possible and is sustainable for this and for 
future generations. 

 
The year of 2009 has been significant for NGO BIOS, its staff, Board and partners.  It 
was the year of maturity in which 14th anniversary congratulations were spoken, 
correction of mistakes was acknowledged, but also full scale fruit was seen, fruit 
produced by seeds planted as far back as 1995 and 1996 and later.  These products 
included two and three meter high poplars and elms in villages, captured clear springs 
in rural parks, wonderful new ideas of children and adults in newsletter articles, 
reiterated resolution of  farmers to carry on towards more sustainability in their work and 
much persistence in protection of the rivers and lakes, forests and school parks. 
 
The activities of the year of 2009, while various in scope and scale, were carried out 
with the aim of providing efficient assistance, adequate guidance and highest quality 
services.     
 
During this year  NGO BIOS staff and partners were busy working on their own 
mentality and working on methods to influence rural and urban people’s mentality, so 
that in the coming years we see more compassion and care for the environment of the 
country, active pursuance of genuine values, less degradation and less pollution.  BIOS 
supporters and correspondents, participants in BIOS events from different villages and 
cities, listeners of radio and viewers of TV programmes with BIOS participations,  
readers of BIOS publications made their contribution to the Moldovan environment and 
thus, to the world environment  overcoming difficulties and fighting despair, dealing with 
shortages and defying ridicule, struggling with indifference and exposing barbarity, 
changing the appearance of their villages and improving the quality of local rivers, 
forests and fields. 
 
We realize that our activity is just a small drop of clear water in the large sea of 
environmental problems that face the world.  But we are confident that the example we 
pose for the younger generation, the attitude we build in people towards pollution and 
degradation, the sites we improve as a pattern for dissemination will have their impact 
long after the finalization of actual works.  This is the work we intend to continue for the 
good of the people.        
     
Claudia Partole,  
Chairperson of the Board of Directors 
 
 
 



1. Mission Statement 
NGO BIOS devotes all its efforts to the improvement of the environment and life conditions of 
the people of Moldova based on sustainable development principles. 
Its main goals are: 

• Increase of the institutional, training, education and research capacity of the organisation 
through accumulation and development of knowledge, expertise, highly qualified staff 
drawing on the national and international experience, cooperation and research. 

• Improvement of the overall environment of the country through research and 
implementation programmes in the fields of soil and water conservation. 

• Provision of high quality education and training, assistance and consulting to the 
population of the country in sustainable development, farm and small business 
development, social and economic development. 

• Poverty eradication through search for business opportunities, social protection 
programmes, neighbourhood mutual assistance programmes. 

• Promotion of women’s greater involvement in the life of the society through their training, 
consulting in approaches to solve their problems and achieve their rights. 

 
In its work, NGO BIOS relies on cooperation with its partners from the countryside and city, 
creation of capacities for a wider range of activities throughout the country, participation in 
international and national scientific events, dissemination of knowledge and work results 
through their publication in mass media and the preparation of training materials for seminars, 
workshops and other events. 
 

2. Long –Term Objectives 
• To achieve a high degree of expertise within the organisation, which would enable it to 

undertake major programmes for the development of the Moldovan society, especially in 
the rural space. 

• To achieve the necessary institutional capacity within the organisation, which would 
allow for a wider range of activity over the territory of the country. 

• To achieve higher appreciation among NGOs, governmental agencies, local authorities 
and the population. 

  

3. IREX/AED/NGO BIOS Project “Access of Farmers and  Rural 
Entrepreneurs to Agricultural Information” 

 
NGO BIOS Project “Access of Farmers and Rural Entrepreneurs to Agricultural Information” is  
one of the projects supported by Strengthening Civil Society Monitoring Capacity in Moldova 
Program (SCSMCM), implemented by AED with technical assistance from IREX. SCSMCM 
Program is funded by MCC and managed by USAID within the framework of the Threshold 
Country Program (TCP) for Moldova. The project was implemented in September 2008 – 
February 2009. The objectives of the project were to identify barriers in access to agricultural 
information and to facilitate access to agricultural information among farmers.  The main 
activities included: carrying out a survey on access to agricultural information among farmers 
and rural entrepreneurs and developing a report on it, implementation of 11 local and 1 national 
workshops with the same topic, promoting access to agricultural information in mass media and 
redesigning NGO BIOS web site to allow for wider access to agricultural information.  
 



The project activities were planned and 
implemented according to a timeline agreed 
upon with main project partner, the National 
Farmers’ Federation of Moldova (NFFM).  
AED/IREX offices in Chisinau provided 
valuable assistance throughout the 
implementation of the project in form of advice 
regarding certain project activities, on site visits 
at events (workshops), as well as a number of 
anti-corruption materials provided for 
distribution among participants in workshops.   
 
The methodology for the Survey in Access to 
Agricultural Information was participatory, 

based on personal interviews according to a semi-structured questionnaire.  The survey in 
access to agricultural information revealed numerous cases and versions of barriers to access 
to most types of agricultural information.  The findings of the survey were used as basis for 
statements made at the local workshops and at the national workshop, as facts and cases for 
opening discussions during the same events, as material for concept discussions of rural 
problems of Moldova in national events, in which BIOS staff participated outside the project and 
for dissemination among mass media. 
 
Local workshops were held in 10 district centers. They were facilitated by BIOS Executive 
Director and other staff members as well as local NFFM partners. The local workshops were 
interactive.  Presentations were short and informative.   They included a brief outline of Survey 
findings, a presentation on quality of available agricultural information in Moldova versus that in 
other countries, resources of agricultural information in the country and abroad, the projected 
contents of the redesigned web site of NGO BIOS, as well as exploration of existing or possible 
solutions to identified problems, the value of traditional agricultural information and opportunities 
for non farming artisan income generating occupations in Moldova, barriers to accessing state 
owned agricultural information and ways to overcome them.  Participants in the local 
workshops, which were mainly farmers and rural entrepreneurs, stated cases and practices of 
denying access to agricultural information and some solutions to problems posed by such 
denial. Discussions and debates were allowed sufficient time and were facilitated in a 
constructive and encouraging way.  Group work was productive through involvement of all 
participants in discussions of problems and working out and presenting group solutions.  The 
national workshop, while more official in nature, was still interactive, farmers being encouraged 
to state openly their concerns and problems and officials being offered the occasion to respond 
to some of them. Mass media was represented by reporters from radio station Vocea Basarabiei 
and Ecoterra radio programme of the National Radio station, Curierul agricol and Media Art 
newspapers, Bastina TV programme.        
  
NGO BIOS’s earlier website included many materials and pictures, but, like most websites was 
focused mainly on own achievements and was 
not of greatest use to beneficiaries. The project 
support allowed redesigning the website in 
such a way, so that a much greater amount of 
materials could be placed on it. This was 
achieved and the current site 
(www.bios.ong.md) has greater capabilities for 
incorporating large amounts of information.  In 
addition, the structure of the information itself 
was changed, so that information of greatest 
interest and need for beneficiaries be accessed 
in the easiest way.  The site features materials 
in two languages: Romanian and English.  The 
bulk of the materials are in Romanian.  The 



web site has sections in the areas of sustainable agriculture, rural development, organic 
agriculture, climate change and desertification.  Each area will include national and international 
legislation, news, events, development initiatives, good practices, etc.   
 

A leaflet was developed and printed with a 
circulation of 3,000 copies.  The leaflet focuses 
on the value of agricultural information, its 
variety and types, a brief outline of the aim and 
activities of the project as well as information 
about NGO BIOS’ redesigned web site, its 
concept, contents, as well as the contact data 
of NGO BIOS and of all the information centers 
of the National Farmers’ Federation of 
Moldova.   The main objective of printing the 
leaflet was to raise the interest to agricultural 
information and to direct farmers and rural 
entrepreneurs to access BIOS site and NFFM 
offices for better access to information. A 

poster was developed based on the survey and on project activities and was presented during 
the MoldEco exhibition at the end of October 2009. 

 
Six radio programs with one hour duration to be broadcasted on popular time for farmers 
Saturday at 6.30 a.m. and repeatedly on Sunday at 7.30 a.m. were prepared and broadcasted 
by the radio station Vocea Basarabiei.  They focused on the findings of the Survey, real life 
problems encountered by farmers in accessing agricultural information, disinformation of 
farmers regarding true state of affairs in agriculture and prospects and opportunities.  Farmers 
and representatives of the Academy of Sciences and Agrarian University participated in some 
programs.  Other topics discussed were empowerment of farmers through better access to 
agricultural information and specific ways and instruments to access agricultural information 
based on national and international experience, agricultural information inherited from our 
ancestors and opportunities to employ it in modern agriculture, training of future farmers and 
other agricultural specialists. The 7th and 8th programs were broadcasted within EcoTerra 
Program of National Radio and focused on electronic information and its opportunities for 
Moldovan farmers and on aspects of children’s education in the area of agriculture and soil 
conservation, respectively.  Radio programs 9 and 10 broadcasted within Ora Fermierului 
Program of the National Radio were focused on creativity in searching for agricultural 
information and ways for producing accessible agricultural information of greatest need for 
farmers, respectively. 
 
The aim of newspaper articles was to make 
more people aware of the problems related to 
access to agricultural information and of the 
significance of such access for the whole of the 
Moldovan society.  The newspaper and 
magazine articles were successful in this.  Their 
subject range was wide and diverse.  The 
newspapers and magazines were carefully 
selected so as to reach as many groups of the 
public as possible.  Thus, articles were 
published in the weekly magazine Saptamina 
read mainly by youth, Jurnal de Chisinau, Ziarul 
de Garda and Timpul newspapers, the three 
most democratic and free newspapers with high 
circulation and read by both adults, children and youth, in ECO newspaper, a newspaper 
focused on current economic issues, Moldova Suverana, in Curierul Agricol and Eco weekly 
newspapers addressing the farmers community of the country and resource organizations for 
farmers and agriculture, Alternative monthly magazine with readers among teachers and upper 



school age children, Viticultura si Vinificatia monthly magazine dedicated to vineyard and wine 
making issues.  More influential district newspapers were also approached for publication of 
project related articles.  Thus district newspapers in Edinets, Glodeni, Ciadir-Lunga, Calarasi, 
Causeni published articles about issues related to access to information. An extensive seven 
pages article was published by the quarterly newsletter of the Academy of Sciences of Moldova. 
The articles tackle different aspects and areas of the issue of access to agricultural information 
and had deep resonance with the readers, many having called to ask questions and request 
contacts for further information needs. 
 

Four unplanned outcomes were achieved 
during the implementation of the project.  They 
occurred through project synergy with other 
BIOS activities but also under the impact of 
project objectives.  First, a proposal of a staff 
member of the MAFI, to provide all information 
available in the Ministry related to organic 
agriculture for posting on BIOS web site.  
Second, NGO BIOS has achieved access to 
AGORA, a FAO initiative regarding Access to 
Global Online Research in Agriculture.  Free 
access to AGORA means access to one of the 
largest collections of agricultural literature in the 
world.  Third, participation of Valentin Ciubotaru 

at an international conference “Mediation in community” in Bucharest, Romania with a 
presentation entitled: “Access to agricultural information – a key to conflict resolution in rural 
communities”.  Forth, Participation of Elena Bivol in the National Anti-Corruption Conference 
was also beneficial for making people aware of the significance of the issue of access to 
agricultural information and networking for synergetic actions in the future.   
 
The project activities revealed that farmers lack power and capacity to improve their farms and 
businesses through various barriers in accessing vital agricultural information.  Empowerment of 
the farmers and rural entrepreneurs is possible only through much greater access to such 
information, than is possible today.  The recommendations for the future to extension and 
development organizations would be that in any development work the issue of assuring 
genuine access to agricultural information be pursued in a serious and competent manner.  The 
recommendation to farmers would be to be more persistent in getting information, to demand 
information in an active manner from relevant public authorities and NGOs.   
 
The issue of access to agricultural information 
is significant for future projects in the area of 
agriculture, environment and related areas.  In 
such projects, the issue should be addressed in 
a twofold manner.  First, it should be 
determined whether sufficient information 
existed, whether it was accessible for farmers 
in way of format, vocabulary, physical distance 
to get it, etc.  Second, it should be found out 
whether the recipient of information, the farmer, 
is aware of the benefits of such information and 
of the ways to use it. 
 
Finally, the problem of access to agricultural 
information, as addressed in the project, and treated in a wide manner, is a valuable social 
invention, which needs to be taken and pursued by development organizations in all countries.  
In all poor and undemocratic countries, the poor, which are generally, farmers and small rural 
business persons, are denied access to information, including agricultural information.  If the 
issue of access to agricultural and other information for the poor were paid greater attention, the 



national and international poverty alleviation and other development projects would be much 
more efficient.   

4. Training program “Ecologic aspects of irrigation ” for institutions 
participating in the second rural investment projec t (RISP II) 

 
Rural Investment and Services Project (RISP 
II) is the second phase of the Rural Investment 
and Services Program. The objective of the 
program is to provide long term support in 
order to accelerate revival and growth of the 
agricultural sector, so that the latter fully 
undertakes its role in laying the foundation for 
income growth and poverty reduction in 
Moldova in the future.  
  
The objective of the second phase of the 
project is promoting development of the 
agricultural and rural sectors of  Moldova 
during post-privatization period through 

improved access of farmers and rural entrepreneurs to confirming their legal owners’ status, 
know-how, financing knowledge and services, while also strengthening the capacities of private 
and public institutions to insure sustainability of activities. 
 
The economic and business activities in rural areas created and financed through the Project’s 
Rural Business Development and Rural Finance Components are very important for poverty 
reduction and sustainable agriculture development. However these activities may have direct or 
indirect impact on the environment. Therefore, environmental issues are very important and it is 
necessary to pay increased attention to awareness raising and training in environmental 
protection among the staff of the business development agencies, participating financial 
institutions, and the implementing agencies. This is a key aspect of the capacity building 
activities designed under the Project. A competitive process was announced for selecting a 
company for carrying out the Environment Training to Project Institutions of RISP II project 
supplement.  NGO BIOS was selected for carrying out the training and associated tasks.   
 
NGO BIOS team has developed through 
consultations with Consolidated Agricultural 
Projects Management Unit (CAPMU) a training 
program in environmental protection based on 
current environmental protection legislation of 
the Republic of Moldova, World Bank 
environmental requirements, impact 
assessment on the environment implemented 
during preparation to RISP II, as well as 
ecological Standards of the Rural Investment 
Guidelines. The training events were carried 
out in November-December in Chisinau through 
combining theoretical presentations with 
practical work using participatory methods. Five 
groups of beneficiaries were trained:  

• Development Agencies (DA): ACA, CCA, CDR and MEGA;  
• Participating Financial Institutions (PFIs): MoldovaAgroindbank, Rural Finance 

Corporation, Victoriabank, FinComBank, Moldindconbank, Banca Sociala, Banca de 
Economii and Mobias Banca; 



Figure 1. Timeliness of the seminar , %
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 Figure 2. Has the seminar met your 
expectations?, %
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Figure 3. Informative approach of the seminar, % 
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Figure 4. Practical approach of the seminar, %
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• Credit Line Directorate (CLD) and  
• National Rural Development Agency (ACSA). 

 
Real cases were presented and discussed 
as related to training subjects. Each seminar 
was evaluated by participants, while BIOS 
team has thoroughly analyzed the 
evaluation forms and has amended the 
contents of the training program, so that it 
be as suitable and accessible to the needs 
of the participants as possible.   
 
The evaluation forms filled in by participating 
institutions confirmed that the seminars were 
timely and had met the expectations of the 
participants in seminars (Figures 1 and 2).  
Most of the participants in seminars believe 
that the informative feature of the seminar is 

high or very high (Figure 3). About 55 % of the representatives of development agencies believe 

that the practical feature of the seminar was good and very good, 27 % - medium and 18% - 
low. Therefore, all trainers were encouraged to include as many practical materials and 
information as possible. As a result, about 80 of the participants in the two seminars for financial 
institutions and Credit Line Directorate believe that the practical feature of the seminar was high 
and very high and only 20% - medium (Figure 4).   

 



Figure 5. Quality of verbal presentations, % 
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Figure 6. Quality of visuals
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Figure 7. Training methods
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Figure 8. Logistical arrangements
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Figure 9. Do you need more information related to 
the topic of the seminar? 
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Most of the participants in the series of seminars have highly appreciated the quality of verbal 

presentations (Figure 5), visual (Figure 6), training methods (Figure 7), as well as the logistical  
arrangements (Figure 8). 

Most of the participants in seminars, especially from ACSA and Development agencies, believe 
that they need additional information in the areas raised by the seminars (Figure 9). Some 
participants mentioned that such seminars should be organized once per year for participating 
institutions and also for companies which want to benefit from irrigation projects within RISP II.  
 
All presentations were handed to participants in seminars. At the request of ACSA regional 

consultants, all presentations of trainers in 
Power Point were provided to participants in 
electronic format. ACSA trainers requested a 
device for measuring soil humidity in order to 
determine irrigation regimes and Dr. Gavrilita 
(the inventor of the device) provided it to all 
ACSA regional trainers free of charge. ACSA 
regional consultants requested ecological 
legislation in electronic format. NGO BIOS 
sent the requested information to participants 
by email. 
 

All participants in seminars were provided Certificates for participation in the seminar on 
environmental protection aspects of irrigation. 
 
 



5. Evaluation of the World Bank Agricultural Pollution Control Project, 
financed by Global Environment Facility (GEF) undertaken in the 
Republic of Moldova  

 
The evaluation was performed during the period June 2008 – May 2009 and is based on the 
interviews conducted with the Project Implementation Unit (PIU) and project’ stakeholders, 
progress reports provided by them, and the sociologic studies, performed by Independent 
Sociological and Information Service “OPINIA” in 2002, 2007 and 2008.  
 
The objective of the Project was to significantly increase use of environmentally friendly 
agricultural practices by farmers and agro-industry in the country in order to reduce nutrient 
discharge from agricultural sources to Danube River and Black Sea by:  

a. promoting adoption of mitigating measures by farmers and agro-industry for reducing 
nutrient loads (nitrogen and phosphorous) entering local water bodies;  

b. strengthening national policy, regulatory enforcement and institutional capacity for 
agricultural nutrient pollution control and organic farming; 

c. promoting a public awareness campaign and replication strategy so that Project 
activities could be replicated in similar areas within the territory of the Recipient and 
other Black Sea riparian countries. 

 
The ultimate goal was to reduce the discharge 
of nutrients and other agricultural pollutants into 
the all rivers through integrated land and water 
management. 
 
Agricultural Pollution Control Project (APCP) 
has been implemented during the period 2002 
through 2009 at two levels:  
 

A. At country level APCP in close 
association with the International 
Development Agency (IDA) credit-
financed Rural Investment and Services 
Project (which provides post privatization support to increase rural incomes and living 
standards by promoting rural entrepreneurship, agricultural production, economic 
diversification, and trade in the rural area), the APCP provides the 
entrepreneurs/enterprises (individual farmers, farmer associations, co-operatives and 
agricultural processors) who borrow under RISP with a GEF-funded environmental 
addition to offset the incremental cost of mitigation measures for nutrient reduction. 
APCP also supports the promotion of environment-friendly agricultural practices through 
developing of a countrywide public awareness and replication strategy that includes 
organization of workshops, field trips, visits, training, publications, as well as assists the 
Government of the Republic of Moldova in harmonizing its legislative framework with 
relevant European Union (EU) directives, in particular Nitrate Directive, and in honouring 
its international commitments to reduce nutrient loads to the Danube River and Black 
Sea. 
 

B. At a selected pilot watershed  area in the Hincesti Raion (County) activities include: (a) 
provision of grants on a cost-sharing basis for the installation of improved manure 
storage facilities and equipment for manure collection and application; (b) 
testing/demonstration of environment-friendly agricultural practices; (c) shrub and tree 
planting program, including protective belts along the Lapusna River and shelterbelts, 
windbreaks, buffer strips, etc; (d) a wetlands management program; (e) strengthening 
capacity in Hincesti district for water, soil and environment monitoring.   

 



The main objective of the assignment is to 
determine whether APCP has reached the 
expected results by measuring the socio-
economic and environmental impact of the 
project and drawing lessons with respect to 
results achieved their replication and 
sustainability outside of the project pilot area. 
 
The project was specifically reviewed in light of 
the major aspects related to impact 
assessment, including purpose and scope of 
monitoring and evaluation (M&E), deciding on 
what to collect, how to collect, who should 
collect with whom, how to communicate and for 

whom to communicate, etc. The aim was to assess not only visible and calculable impact, but 
also to take into account creative occasions and opportunities for learning, generating 
knowledge and making further use and extending of such knowledge and learning.  
 
The methodology adopted was simple, precise and concrete in order to get insights on project 
framework, its M & E systems and methodologies and views of the stakeholders in valuing the 
project. Managing for Impact (M4I) Approach, Cost Benefit and Social Return of Investment 
(SROI) Analyses were used in order to determine whether APCP has reached the expected 
results. 
 
The following stakeholders participated in the project implementation: 

• Project Management Unit,  
• CAPMU, including RISP procurement and accountant officers 
• Project core team members: State Hidrometeo Service, Research Institute for Soil 

Science and Agrochemistry “N. Dimo” (RISSA), Forest Management and Research 
Institute (ICAS), Ecological Movement of Moldova (MEM), ACSA, Local and international 
experts. 

 
The project was also supported by National and districts authorities, such as: MENR, MAFI, 
State Ecological Inspectorate, State Forestry Service “Moldsilva”, Executive Committees of 
Hincesti and Leova districts; ACVA Project, NFFM, schools from lapusnita pilot area, farmers, 
primaries from Lapusnita pilot areas, especially from Negrea, Lapusna, Carpineni and Sarata 
Razesi, etc. The project was undertaken in coordination and active participation of the 
stakeholders. 
 
APCP is a project aiming at generating new knowledge in good agricultural practices through 
action research and coordination between the partners. The knowledge generated has been 
incorporated, to a considerable level, in policy 
and decision making for achieving the desired 
objectives. The project approach is based on 
principles of new knowledge generation, 
resource mobilization, integration and 
participation. The activities initiating by the 
project lead to some tangible results. At the 
same time, the project strives to create social 
and non monetary impacts ultimately leading to 
development effectiveness. 
 
The project was able to create networks and 
forums of major stakeholders to continue the 
learning and knowledge generation processes 
for improving overall development effectiveness 



and innovation to find new solutions for nutrients reduction in 
Danube river basin.   
 
The following issues were assessed in detail: 

• Assessment of the APCP monitoring and evaluation 
system 

• Impact of Environmentally Friendly Agricultural Practices 
• Impact of Adopting Manure Management Practices by 

Mayor’s Offices 
• Impact of Shrub and Tree Planting Program 
• Impact of Wetland Restoration Activities 
• Impact of Awareness Building Campaign 
• Overall APCP Impact 

 
The findings were synthesized into report based both on 
quantitative data and on qualitative information and conclusions.  
Where no data existed or data were inconsistent, insufficient or 
deficient expert judgement was made based on survey verbal statements, analysis of actions 
and consequences of project outputs. 
 
The report was divided in five major sections. The first section provides the readers with the 
introduction and background on the project, the second section describes the assessment of the 
project in light of participatory planning monitoring and evaluation and provides views of the 
stakeholder groups. The third section assesses the impact of the project activities in respect to 
their relevance, effectiveness, efficiency, replication and sustainability. The fourth section 
evaluates the overall project impact which could not be assessed by cost benefit analyses.  It is 
related more to people’s values.  The last section provides conclusions and recommendations 
for further improvement in this or similar potential projects. 
 
The results of the evaluation were presented to the National Conference (May 2009) where the 
Word Bank mission participated. 
 
 

6. Other activities performed by NGO BIOS 
 

6.1. Education and training events organized by NGO  BIOS in schools  
 

The due attention is paid to the awareness 
raising and ecological education of children. 
The actions are organised through workshops, 
seminars, meetings, ecological hours, 
excursions, ecological hours, performances on 
air, water and soil protection, practical work for 
environmental protection, etc. 
 
NGO BIOS was one of organiser of Seminar: 
“Family - School - Community Partnership - the 
key to educational success” (together with 
Chisinau General Directorate for Education, 
Youth and Sport and High School ,,Univers 

LIONS" for directors of all schools from Chisinau municipality. NGO BIOS organised a workshop 
where presented lessons learned in building the successful partnership. 



 
Ecological hours 

• Ecological hours were organised by NGO BIOS in High School ,,Universe LIONS". The 
schoolchildren are involved through 
various methods of participatory 
education, including group work, 
individual presentations, role play, 
brainstorming, etc. 

• Tree planting lessons with preparation 
of training materials for children were 
organised in Butesti, Cobani and Tartaul 
de Salcie schools. 

 

Training Course 
• NGO BIOS organized together with 

administration of High School ,,Universe LIONS"a training course on non-violent 
communication for teachers. 

 

7.2. Implementation of Sustainable Actions initiate d earlier  

 
The sustainable agriculture practices were implemented as follow up activities of Sustainable 
Agriculture Programs (2000-2006) funded by Dutch Foundations CORDAID and NOVIB.   
 
The soil, water and biodiversity conservation actions in vineyards, orchards and arable land 
situated on slopes, were carried out and sustained by the owners in Tartaul de Salcie pilot 
village.  The following actions were performed:  

� Contour roads inclined against the slope for water excess evacuation during torrential 
rains; 

� Forest belts; 
� The channels for water retention and evacuation which are built with a secondary 

inclination of up to 1.5 degrees as opposed to the slope inclination; 
� The land dams which capture the water flowing down the slope and distribute it into a 

channel for its evacuation; 
� Barriers in the way of the water are built of any agricultural waste: straw, tree branches, 

twigs, etc., which are fixed in places where the rain usually forms rivulets; 
� Perennial grassed waterways; 
� The each 3-5th interrows of vineyards and orchards is grassed depending of on slopes 

steepness; 
� Soil conservation tillage in vineyards was carried out (200 ha); 
� Arable land were protected from erosion through contour farming, roads with inclination 

opposite to the slope and through buffer stripes planted with perennial plants resistant to 
draught (60 ha); 

� Integrated plant protection actions (mainly 
biologic means) were carried out in 
vineyards, (380 ha); 

� Cleaning of natural springs in the forest 
close to the village and their protection 
was ensured (11) 

� Plantation of forest species trees around 
the homes in the village. 

� In cooperation with the Mayor’s office 
actions for waste management were 
carried out, the activity being under 



permanent control. 
� Actions of cleaning village streets and maintaining 

the order on the village territory and surroundings 
were carried out. 

 
The clearing and maintenance work in the village forest 
fitted up as an entertainment site in earlier programmes, 
were continued.  The 22 hectares of replanted forest and 
the plots affected by landslides (21 hectares) were further 
improved and maintained, the existing springs and lake 
were cleared where needed. This area is used for 
ecological education and recreation.   

 
NGO BIOS carried out regular consulting work for farmers, 
students, teachers, NGOs, CBOs, local public 
administration in issues of interest to them associated with 
agriculture and environment protection and sustainable 
community development.   
 
Radio programs  
 

• NGO BIOS offered interviews and information on environmental protection in the rural 
space to central and local mass media, including “EcoTerra”, “Viata Satului” (“Life of the 
Village”) radio programme, etc.  

• Three ecological radio programs prepared by Department for Youth and Children of the 
National Radio Company together with BIOS with the assistance of children were 
broadcasted over the radio programme “Ora copiilor” (Children’s’ hour). 

 
Performances of children 
 
Several performances were prepared by Tartaul de Salcie Gymnasium, Butesti and Cobani 
school on the way to live in harmony with nature. 
 
 
4.5. Awareness building, information and disseminat ion activities 
One of the main BIOS task is to perform awareness building and information and dissemination 
activities in order that more and more people will apply sustainable development principles in 
their activities. 
 

b. Radio and TV interviews  
Several interviews and participation in radio programme “Good Morning, Farmers”, “Children’ 
Hour” and “Ecoterra” by BIOS staff.  Subjects comprised addressing soil degradation and 
conservation, climate change, soil and water pollution, problems of draughts, seeds, pastures, 
rural landscape, sustainable agriculture actions, etc. 
 

c. Exhibitions       
• NGO BIOS participated in “Mold-Eco 2009” exhibition with posters, literature, training 

materials, pictures, etc. BIOS exhibits were present in the exhibition “Farmer-2009” by 
different Info Centres of the NFFM. 

• NGO BIOS in cooperation with local schools organized exhibitions “Golden Autumn” in 
Tartaul de Salcie, Butesti and Cobani villagers. 

 
 



5. BIOS development work 

 
Cooperation with international organizations was improved through maintenance of 
relationships with the 2 UN conventions to which BIOS is accredited, Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD); as well as 
with international organizations to which BIOS is member of: International Union of Soil 
Sciences, Research and Independent Non-Governmental Organizations (RINGO) and the 
World Association of Soil and Water Conservation.   
 
The Netherlands Fellowship Programme awarded a fellowship for BIOS executive director to 
participate in training course in Participatory Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation, Wageningen 
International, the Netherlands, 2009 which he successfully attended. 
 
 
 

6. Evidence of impact and significance of BIOS work  
 
There are a number of facts testifying to BIOS having a growing impact in the area of 
environmental protection of the country.  Among them: 
 

7. Financial Statement 

 
Statement of assets and liabilities as of December 31, 2004 

Amount as  

of 31 December 2003 

Amount as  

of 31 December 2004  

Items 
MDL Euro MDL Euro 

Current Assets 
    

Cash 
490,475 28,929 425,552 25,751 

Accounts receivable 
19,867 1,172 121,375 7,345 

Inventory 
510,342 30,101 546,927 33,096 

Total current assets 490,475 28,929 425,552 25,751 

Non-Current Assets     

Intangible assets, net 1,279 75   

Tangible assets, net 105,963 6,250 152,690 9,240 

Total non current  assets 107,242 6,325 152,690 9,240 

Total assets  617,584 36,426 699,617 42,336 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
    

Targeted financing 
456,373 26,918 380,337 23,015 

Short term liabilities 12,133 716 12,263 738 

Increase in net assets  149,078 8,792 307,017 18,583 

Total liabilities and net assets 617,584  36,426 699,617 42,336 



 

ACTIVITY REPORT 
Items MDL Total in Euro 

Balance at the 01.01.2004     
Project “Programme on Sustainable Agriculture” II 380,337 23,015 
Revenues     
Project “Programme on Sustainable Agriculture” II   
Donations in Euro  523,596.63 32,950.50 
Own contribution  331,599.00 21,861.00 
Total Project “Programme on Sustainable Agriculture” II  855,195.63 54,811.50 
Project “Needs assessment for capacity building at 
national level” 

  

Donations in MDL 12,164.75 732.04 
Other revenues 4.459.36 320.00 
Total revenues  871,819.74 55,863.54 
   
Expenses   
Project “Programme on Sustainable Agriculture” II 783,935.00 51,640.46 
Difference in exchange rate (7634.27)  
Total Expenses 776,300.73 51,640.46 
Financial result    
Project “Programme on Sustainable Agriculture” II 443,963.36 26,186.04 
Project “Needs assessment for capacity building at 
national level” 

12,164.75 732.04 

Other resources 4,459.36 320.00 
Difference in exchange rate 1,212.39  
Total financial result 461,799.86 27238.08 
 
 

Cash Flow Statement for the year ended at December 31st, 2004 

Items 
Amount in Euro  Amount in MDL  

Opening cash balance   

Cash on bank accounts in USD – 12.20 USD 9 161 

Cash on bank accounts in Euro – 9524.10 Euro 9,524 157,391 

Cash on bank accounts in Euro in deposit – 16000 Euro 16,000 264,410 

Cash on bank accounts in MDL – 1677.98  102 1,678 
A. Petty cash in MDL – 1911.92  116 1,912 

Total Balance from previous period 
25,751 425,552 

Non-Current Assets 
  

Inflows 
  

Cash inflows from donors on bank account in Euro 32,950 523,597 

Cash inflows from donors on bank account in MDL  12,165 

The gain of the bank deposit in EUR 320 4,459 

Total inflows 

33,270 540,221 

Difference in exchange rate 
 16,296 



Outflows    

Through bank account in Euro 
30,092 478,182 

Through bank account in MDL 
 13,413 

Included In cash 
 194,152 

Total outflows 
 491,595 

Balance on cash account as at the end of the year   

Cash on bank accounts in USD – 12.20 USD 9 152 

Cash on bank accounts in Euro – 3,782.25 Euro 3,782 64,095 

Cash on bank accounts in Euro in deposit – 25,000.00 Euro 25,000 423,885 

Cash on bank accounts in MDL – 1,333.49  79 1,333 
B. Petty cash in USD – 81 USD  59 1,009 

Balance  at the end of the project period 28,929  490,474 

*    01.01.2004 1 USD/ 1 EURO = 0.79 

**  31.12.2004 1 USD/ 1 EURO = 0.73 
 
 

 Expenses from donors’ funds 
(all the data are provided in Euro  based on the exchange rate of Moldavian lei (MDL) 

Activity 
Objective 

Person-
nel 

Travel Services Mate-
rials 

Other Total 

A1. Soil, water, biologic diversity 
research in pilot village 

412.25 336.10 - - - 748.35 

A2. Implementation of sustainable 
agriculture activities in pilot villages  

412.25 482.94 2,722.84 597.73 - 4215.76 

A3. Development and delivery of 
sustainable agriculture training 
programme for trainers of farmers 

738.45 534.89 598.95 - - 1872.29 

A4. Development and publication 
of accessible sustainable 
agriculture training materials 

- 528.52 1,881.60 698.46 - 3108.58 

A5. Organization of regular 
consulting, education, training and 
awareness building activities by the 
central office and three training 
centres in sustainable agriculture 

774.43 - 1,594.35 - - 2368.78 

B1. B1. In-country training in PTM, 
PFR, PTD, PRA by international 
expert. 

- 65.11 - - - 65.11 

B3. Development and delivery of 
training course for trainers of 
farmers in PTM, PFR, PTD, PRA 

478.35 999.66 476.73 998.86 - 2953.60 

C1. Staff Development - 3,030.10 2,498.49 4,049.11 - 9.577.70 
C2. Development and delivery of 
training for BIOS staff in 
institutional capacity development 

- - 975.85 - - 975.85 

C3. Improvement of BIOS internal 
procedures  

652.39 - 994.07 915.14 - 2,561.60 

Audit - - - - 848.41 848.41 
Contingencies - - - - 483.43 483.43 
Total  Expenses   3468.12  5977.32 11742.88 7259.30 1331.84 29779.46 

 
NGO BIOS and partners’ contribution 



(all the data are provided in Euro  based on the exchange rate of Moldavian lei (MDL) 
Items 

NGO 
BIOS 

TarSal
Agro 
JSC 

Butesti 
Gymnasiu
m 

CRIDD 
BIOS 
Millennium  

Total 

A2. Further implementation (with 
local counterparts) of sustainable 
agriculture activities in pilot villages  3,738    
A3. Further development and 
delivery of sustainable agriculture 
training programme for trainers  13,000    13,000 
A5. Organization of regular 
consulting, education, training and 
awareness building activities    33 1,290 1,323 
C1. Staff Development 1,000    1,000 
C2. Development and delivery of 
training for BIOS staff  1,000    1,000 
C3. Improvement of BIOS internal 
procedures  1,800    1,800 

Total  own contribution 16,800 3,738 33 1,290 21,861 
*The amount of 11976 Euro consists of the expenses of targeted financing which represents by itself own 
contribution (services rendered without a recompense for the work done).  
 

10. Auditor’s opinion  

 Audit by Alkont audit firm 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT  

To the management of the NGO BIOS, Chisinau 
 We have audited the accompanying balance sheet of NGO BIOS as of 

December 31, 2004, the corresponding financial statements on activities and 
modifications in net assets and cash flow, as well as the relevant documentation related 
to the implementation of its activity under Programme on Sustainable Agriculture II. Best 
Farmer’s Teacher is Farmer  (C-440/8024A and MOL – 501705-0002180) funded by  
Mensen in Nood Caritas Nederland – CORDAID  and Netherlands Organization for 
International Development Cooperation – NOVIBs and implemented in the Republic of 
Moldova, for the period from January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004, as well as BIOS 
activities within UNDP/GEF project “Needs assessment for capacity building at national 
level” (NGO BIOS has reviewed and evaluated the reports of the national experts on 
overall situation and on existing capacities for implementation of the three Rio 
Conventions (UNFCCC, UNCCD, CBD). 
The financial statements are the responsibility of NGO BIOS. Our responsibility is to 
express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. 
 
 We have conducted our audit in accordance with the generally accepted audit 
standards and National Audit Standards adopted by the Ministry of Finance of the 
Republic of Moldova. These standards require that we plan and perform the audit so as 
to obtain a reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of 
significant distortion. An audit involves examining the evidence supporting the amounts 
in the financial statements on the test basis. An audit also involves assessing the 



accounting principles used, analyzing significant accounting calculations made by the 
management, as well as evaluating the presented financial statements. We believe that 
our audit is sufficient for expressing our opinion. 
 

 In our opinion, the financial statements regarding the above-mentioned 
project C-440/8024A and MOL – 501705-0002180 funded by ‘Mensen in Nood Caritas 
Nederland’ and ‘Netherlands Organization for International Development Cooperation’  
on Sustainable Agriculture in the Republic of Moldova, give a true and fair view of 
financial results obtained for the year that ended in all significant respects in accordance 
with International Accounting Standards requirements for financial statements of non-
governmental organisations.  
 
Director of Audit Company, 
Auditor         A. Kulikovskaia 
May 31, 2005 
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Agenda seminarului  
 
 
Ziua 1 (24 august 2009) 
 
08.30 – 08.40  Deschidere, obiective, viziune de viitor (prezentare Angela Munteanu)   
 
08.40 – 09.00 Program de îmbunătăţire a climatului în şcoală.  Oportunităţi şi beneficii 
(prezentare Elena Bivol) 
 
09.00 – 09.30  Lucru în grup.  Activităţi potrivite pentru includere în programul de îmbunătăţire 
a climatului în şcoală.  (moderator Elena Bivol) 
 
09.30 – 09.50 Fenomenul violenţei în şcoală.  Consecinţele şi problemele asociate (prezentare 
Larisa Coraberu) 
 
09.50 – 10.10  Pauză de cafea/ceai 
 



10.10 – 10.30 CD cu despre calitatea vieţii şi alegerea noastră (o parte din filmul „Secret”) 
 
10.30 – 10.50  Discuţia în grup a conţinutului filmului şi experienţei personale a participanţilor.  
Prezentarea celor mai interesante cazuri în grup plenar (moderator, Sofia NUME.....) 
 
10.50 – 11.10  Comunicarea non-violentă.  Metoda lui Rosental (prezentare Elena Bivol)  
 
11.10 – 11.30  Cum ajută bunăvoinţa şi creativitatea în crearea unui climat funcţional şi benefic 
în clasa de studii (prezentare, Ala...) 
 
11.30 – 12.20  Lucru în perechi.  Soluţionarea unui caz ipotetic de violenţă în şcoală.  
Prezentarea din partea fiecărui grup în plen (moderator Larisa Coraberu). 
 
12.20 – 12.30 Evaluare.  Încheierea zilei 1 (Angela Munteanu).     
 
 
 
  
Ziua 2 (25 august 2009) 
 
08.30 – 08.40  Meditaţie, discuţia celor prezentare în ziua anterioară (facilitare d-na Angela)   
 
08.40 – 09.00 Metode de depăşire a stresului şi furiei (prezentare Larisa Coraberu) 
 
09.00 – 09.20  Metode de depăşire a stresului şi furiei (prezentare Elena Bivol) 
 
09.20 – 09.50 Beneficii ale unei şcoli cu atmosferă liberă, creatoare, binevoitoare, încurajatoare.  
Lucru în grup) (moderator Angela Munteanu) 
 
09.50 – 10.10  Pauză de cafea/ceai 
 
10.10 – 10.40 Drepturile copiilor şi exercitarea lor.  Promovarea şi asigurarea drepturilor copiilor 
în şcoală (prezentare ..?.PRENUME..Moldoveanu + 1 elev  PRENUME NUME?)   
 
10.40 – 11.00  Aspecte spirituale ale violenţei în şcoală.  (Prezentare părintele Vasile Bazatin)  
 
11.00 – 11.40  Comunicarea non-violentă.  Folosirea metodelor învăţare.  Joc de rol în grupuri de 
4-5 persoane.  (moderator Elena Bivol)  
 
11.40 – 12.00  Bunăvoinţa profesorului la orele de studii.  Îmbunătăţirea comportamentului şi 
performanţei copiilor prin încurajare, motivare, emoţii pozitive, implicare.  (Prezentare 
Irina...NUMELE) 
 
12.00 – 12.20  Lucru în perechi.  Experienţa proprie în combaterea violenţei în şcoală. 
(moderator Larisa Coraberu).    
 
12.20 – 12.30 Evaluare.  Încheierea zilei 2 (moderator Angela Munteanu).     
 
 
Ziua 3 (26 august 2009) 
 
08.30 – 08.40  Meditaţie, discuţia celor prezentare în ziua anterioară (moderator Angela 



Munteanu)   
 
08.40 – 09.00 Metode de îmbunătăţire a relaţiilor elev-profesor (prezentare Larisa Coraberu) 
 
09.00 – 09.20  Metodele interactive de predare – cheia pentru depăşirea indisciplinii, gălăgiei, 
reuşitei slabe a elevilor) (prezentare PRENUME NUME) 
 
09.20 – 09.40 Metode de autoperfecţionare.  Aspecte fizice şi spirituale (prezentare Eleonora 
Rusnac) 
 
09.40 – 10.00 Oportunităţi ale psihologului şi psihoterapeutului în promovarea unui climat 
benefic în şcoală (prezentare Larisa Coraberu)  
 
 
10.00 – 10.20 Pauză de cafea/ceai 
 
10.20 – 10.40  Drepturile profesorului.  Asigurarea şi protecţia lor.  (Prezentare Maria Cioaric, 
SIEDO)  
 
10.40 – 11.00  Menţinerea unor nervi sănătoşi.  Aspecte de sănătate fizică şi mentală.   
(Prezentare Elena Bivol)  
 
11.00 - 11.20  Stările de nervozitate, consecinţele şi combaterea lor.   (Prezentare Larisa 
Coraberu)  
 
11.20 – 12.15  Pregătirea unui plan individual de activitate în cadrul programului de combatere a 
violenţei în şcoală (activitate individuală).   
 
12.15 – 12.30  Evaluare.  Concluzii.  Încheiere. (moderator Angela Munteanu).    
 
 
 


