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Acronyms and abbreviations 
 

AAFA  - Access to Agricultural Finance Activity, 

ACSA  - Agency for Consultancy and Extension in Agriculture 

ATP Moldova - Association of Professional Translators of  Moldova  

CIS  - Centralized Irrigation Systems  

CISRA  - Centralized Irrigation System Rehabilitation Activity 

CSD  - Conference on Sustainable Development 

DLDD  - Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought 

EU  - European Union 

GEF  - Global Environment Facility  

GHSA  - Growing High-Value Agriculture Sales Activity, 

GoM - Government of Moldova 

IMT  - Irrigation Management Transfer  

ISRA   - Irrigation Sector Reform Activity,  

MAFI  - Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry 

MCA  - Millennium Challenge Account 

MCC  - Millennium Challenge Corporation Compact Program  

NFFM  - National Farmers’ Federation of Moldova 

NGO  - Non-governmental organization 

RBM  - River Basin Management 

RINGOs - Research and Independent NGOs to the UNFCCC 

RM - Republic of Moldova 

SD - Sustainable Development 

SLM - Sustainable Land Management 

THVA  - Transition to High-Value Agriculture  

UNCCD - United Nations Framework Convention to Combat Desertification 

UN DESA - United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

WUAs  - Water User Associations; 
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Preface 
 

The people of world have come to an impasse in its development.  We 
got carried away with the technical and scientific progress and with the 
ever growing opportunities for a comfortable and sheltered life.  We got 
entangled in the ever growing race for diversification and plentifulness of 
our belongings and entertainment.  We got caught in our companies press 
for squeezing more profits notwithstanding the costs. 

 

This situation is nobody’s fault. It is humane to err and we have erred as 
far as putting our very existence in jeopardy.  It is an unfortunate 
condition we need to deal with together decisively and honestly.  The 

imminent danger we are all in leaves no room for arrogance and jealousy, envy and indifference, 
wrath and enmity. 

 

We need to put together all our knowledge and skills, all our spiritual and ethical capacities, all 
our goodwill and ability for sacrifice and love.  In this enormous work expecting us all 
knowledge and skills are valuable: those acquired within abundance and those received through 
need, those arrived at through age and experience and those stumbled upon by accident.   

 

In order to make all this process work, we need to value and respect each other, to learn from 
each other and to perpetually communicate with each other in a kind and thorough way. 

 

This is what we have attempted to do during this year and while we realize how small the impact 
may look from a global perspective, we hope, that united with similar efforts in millions of other 
places of the earth, we would have earned a little additional time for the humanity, a small 
additional chance for our societies, a small additional space for man to exist in. 

 

NGO BIOS activities in 2012 were carried out in the framework of the projects: “Irrigation 
Sector Reform Activity” (2010-2015), “National preparation to the Conference on Sustainable 
Development “Rio+20” and continuation of some activities initiated in previous projects. We 
invite you to view our activities with the idea of joining our partners in their implementation and 
follow-up, of contributing in whichever way possible towards the safeguarding of our 
environment.   

 

 

     

Claudia Partole,  

President of NGO BIOS 
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1. NGO BIOS Vision and Mission  
 
The Vision of NGO BIOS is: prosperous and wise rural people who treasure the land, water and 
biodiversity. 

 

NGO BIOS devotes all its efforts to the improvement of the environment and life conditions of the people 
based on sustainable development principles. 

Its main goals are: 

• Increase of the institutional, training, education and research capacity of the organisation through 
accumulation and development of knowledge, expertise, highly qualified staff drawing on the 
national and international experience, cooperation and research. 

• Improvement of the overall environment of the country through research and implementation 
programmes in the fields of soil and water conservation. 

• Provision of high quality education and training, assistance and consulting to the population in 
sustainable development. 

• Poverty eradication through search for business opportunities, social protection programmes, 
neighbourhood mutual assistance programmes. 

• Promotion of women’s greater involvement in the life of the society through their training, 
consulting in approaches to solve their problems and achieve their rights. 

 

In its work, NGO BIOS relies on cooperation with its partners from the countryside and city, creation of 
capacities for a wider range of activities throughout the Republic of Moldova, participation in 
international and national scientific events, dissemination of knowledge and work results through their 
publication in mass media and the preparation of training materials for seminars, workshops and other 
events. 

 

2. Long –Term Objectives 
• To achieve a high degree of expertise within the organisation, which would enable it to undertake 

major programmes for the development of the Moldovan society, especially in the rural space. 

• To achieve the necessary institutional capacity within the organisation, which would allow for a 
wider range of activity over the territory of the country. 

• To achieve higher appreciation among the population, NGOs, governmental agencies and local 
authorities. 

  

3. Participation in the National preparation to the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development “Rio+20”  

 

NGO BIOS took active part in the National preparation to 
the UN Conference on Sustainable Development “Rio+20, 
organized together with National Working Group Rio+20, 
UNDP Moldova, United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (UNDESA), Ministry of Environment, 
Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
European Integration, and the environmental NGOs: 
EcoContact, National Environmental Centre, Eco-Tiras and  
EcoCim. 
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NGO BIOS representative coordinated the development of 
Agriculture Sectorial Stocktaking report of the National 
Report for United Nations Conference on Sustainable 
Development 2012 “Rio+20”. The draft report prepared by 
NGO BIOS representative was mentioned as the best report 
of the Chapter included in the National Report on 
Sustainable Development 2012 “Rio+20”1. 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/index.php/en/component/content/
article?id=157:conferinta-onu-pentru-dezvoltare-
durabila&catid=89:important. 
 
NGO BIOS was co-organizer of the Public Hearing of the 
draft National Report of the Republic of Moldova for Rio+20 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/index.php/serviciul-de-presa/noutati/926-consultarile-publice-a-proiectului-
raportului-national-catre-conferinta-onu-rio-20. The purpose of public consultation was to consider the 
conclusions and recommendations on priority actions related to the promotion and implementation of 
sustainable development principles in all sectors of the national economy included in the draft National 
Report of the Republic of Moldova for CSD “Rio+20”. NGO BIOS made presentations of the agriculture 
chapter during Public Hearing of the draft National Report of the Republic of Moldova for Rio+20 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/images/documente/rio20/consultari/Prezentare_Recomandari_agricultura_mod
.pdf and the National Conference on SD http://www.mediu.gov.md/index.php/serviciul-de-
presa/noutati/89-categorii-in-romana/important/157-conferinta-onu-pentru-dezvoltare-durabila.  

 
NGO BIOS representative   moderated the Workshop on 
Green Energy during Public Hearing of the draft National 
Report of the Republic of Moldova for Rio+20, where the 
stakeholders from different sectors of the national economy 
participated. Many recommendations were made by 
participants for including them in the National Report of the 
Republic of Moldova for Rio+20, as well as in the Action 
Plans of the respective sectors 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/images/documente/rio20/consulta
ri/Agenda_Consultations_WG%20Rio20_Meeting_0305_Ro
m.pdf . NGO BIOS also moderated Workshop on Organic 

Agriculture during the National Conference on Sustainable Development 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/images/documente/rio20/consultari/Agenda_Consultations_WG%20Rio20_M
eeting_0305_Rom.pdf. 
 
In addition to the Public Hearing of the National Report Rio+20  NGO BIOS organized together with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry a round table of the draft chapter of Agriculture of the 
Agriculture Sectorial Stocktaking report for all interested stakeholders in agro-environmental issues 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/doc.php?l=ro&idc=12&id=1214, where among others  the issues for ensuring a 
sustainable future for rural communities were discussed. 
 
NGO BIOS was co-organizers of the Launching of the 
National Report Rio+20 for CST during the National 
Conference on Sustainable Development (June 05, 2012) 
http://www.mediu.gov.md/images/Report_RIO20_ENG_12-
06-2012_NEW_OUT.pdf ; 

 
 NGO BIOS was co-organizers of the photo and drawing 
National contest ”Environment and Sustainable 
Development”  and of the meeting with winers 

                                                 
1 The Minutes nr. 4. of National Working Group for National preparation to the Conference on Sustainable 
Development “Rio+20” 
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http://mediu.gov.md/index.php/serviciul-de-
presa/noutati/957-premierea-invingatorilor-concursului-de-
fotografie-si-desen-mediul-si-dezvoltarea-durabila-2012-
06-07-10-11-17 
 
BIOS was also co-organizers of the development and 
distribution of ecological bags (May – June, 2012). 

 
NGO BIOS provided different publications to the 
participants of SD events, including Farmer’s Book2, 
Spring which inspire us3 and BIOS Bulletins BIOSynopsis. 
 

4. Awareness Building in Development of Environmental and Social 
Management Plans 

The Republic of Moldova became eligible for assistance under the Millenium Challege Corporation 
(MCC) Compact Program in November 2006. In January 2010 Moldova’s Millennium Challenge 
Compact was signed. This Compact is an agreement valid for five years, with a value of US$262 million. 
It has two projects:  

• Transition to High-Value Agriculture; 
• Rehabilitation of the Road Structure. 

 
The objectives of the Transition to High-Value Agriculture 
(THVA) Project are: 

• to increase rural incomes by stimulating growth in 
irrigated high-value agriculture; 

• to catalyze future investments in high-value 
agriculture (HVA) by establishing a successful and 
sustainable model for irrigation systems and water 
resources management, and an institutional and policy 
environment conducive to irrigated agriculture. 

 
The THVA Project consists of activities aimed at reinforcement and integration, which when 
implemented together address a number of key constraints facing Moldovan producers: lack of reliable 
water, lack of financing, lack of access to markets and technologies and lack of know-how. The project 
will increase the ability and willingness of farmers to make the transition to higher value fruit and 
vegetable production. By addressing infrastructure and institutional/market constraints, the THVA Project 
will seek to solve existing deficiencies. Project implementation period: November 2010 – August 2015. 
 
The THVA Project consists of four Activities: 

• Centralized Irrigation System Rehabilitation Activity 
(CISRA), for rehabilitation up to 11 irrigation 
systems covering an area of 15,500 hectares; 

• Irrigation Sector Reform Activity (ISRA), to provide 
technical assistance and capacity building to support 
legal transfer of management and operations of 
MCC-rehabilitated systems from the Government to 
Water User Associations (WUAs) and to improve 
water resource management; 

• Access to Agricultural Finance Activity (AAFA), to 
provide financial and technical assistance to support 

                                                 
2 Elena Bivol, Valentin Ciubotaru. Farmer’s Book. / NGO BIOS, Chisinau, 2005, 264 p. 
3 Spring which inspire us3. Book of children poems and drawings on soil and forest protection / NGO BIOS, 
Chisinau 2001, 79 p. 
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HVA related investments; 
• Growing High-Value Agriculture Sales Activity 

(GHSA), to provide market development support. 
 
The Irrigation Sector Reform Activity (ISRA) is to help 
ensure a reliable supply of water over the long-term, in order 
to support the transition to higher-value, water-intensive 
agricultural production and enhanced food security. At the 
end of the Compact, it is anticipated that the project will 
have developed a model which can be replicated and an 
enabling environment for further rehabilitation and 
investment in state-owned and other irrigation systems. 
 
The ISR activity has two components with distinct objectives: 

• Irrigation Management Transfer (IMT) sub-activity and; 
• River Basin Management (RBM) sub-activity. 

 
The Irrigation Management Transfer sub-activity aims to establish the enabling environment and 
institutional capacities to ensure effective management of Centralized Irrigation Systems (CIS) by: 

• Establishing 11 fully functional WUAs capable to manage and maintain the respective CISs; 
• Ensuring legal transfer of CIS management 

responsibilities from the central authority to the 
WUAs. 

 
The River Basin Management sub-activity aims at improving 
water resources management by assisting the Moldovan 
Government with: 

• Developing policy and legal water management 
framework; 

• Improving capacities in water quantity and quality 
monitoring; 

• Improving management data on state of water 
resources; 

• Improving capacities for a participatory river basin management. 
 
The stakeholders to ensure implementation of the Irrigation Sector Reform Activity (ISRA) include: 

• Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) – project management, 
• Millennium Challenge Account Moldova (MCA) – project monitoring and evaluation, 
• The member of Implementer Consortium:  Euroconsult Mott MacDonald, ACDI/VOCA, ACSA, 

Agland Investment Services, Inc., Milieu, NGO BIOS and Apele Moldovei.  
 
NGO BIOS is responsible for training of WUAs in Development of Environmental and Social 
Management Plans (ESMPs). BIOS developed and implemented awareness building seminars in 
development and implementation of specific ESMPs for irrigation for WUAs (May – August, 2012) in 
the following localities: 

• Jora de Jos village, Orhei district 
• Lopatna village, Orhei district 
• Puhaceni village, Anenii Noi district  
• Roscani village, Anenii Noi district 
• Cosnita village, Dubasari district   
• Slobozia Dusca village, Criuleni district   

 

BIOS team developed the training materials, agenda and 
plan for delivery of the training which were agreed with the 
Millennium Challenge Account and Mott MacDonald 
Euroconsult. The training was performed according to 
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combnation of theoretical and practical prezentations with 
utilisation of participatory approach. The training program 
included the following topics: 

• the economic, social and environmental impacts of 
irrigation; 

• national environmental regulations and donors 
requirements for irrigation projects and activities; 

• Environmental and Social Management Plans. 
 
At the end of seminars three persons from each WUA were 
selected, who will be trained in ESMPs developing and 
updating in order to empower them to be able to 
independently develop and update their own ESMPs. Gender aspect was taken into consideration in 
selection of people to be trained in the development and maintenance of ESMPs. Thus, about 40% of 
selected persons by WUAs are women. 
 
Seminars were evaluated by participants, while BIOS team has thoroughly analyzed the evaluation forms 
and has amended the contents of the awareness building program, so that it be as suitable and accessible 
to the needs of the participants as possible.  The evaluation forms filled in by participants confirmed that 
the seminars in  "Roscani", "Cosnita", "Jora de Jos", "Puhaceni", "Grozesti" and "Lopatna" were timely 
(from 64 to 100%), had met the expectations of the participants (from 54 to 100%), and practical feature 
of the seminars were good and very good (from 64 to 100%), while participants from "Criuleni" WUA 
appreciated mainly medium these indicators (57%, 80% and 71% respectively), mentioning the fact that 
the seminars were organized during the period when farmers are very busy (Figures 1, 2 and 3).  

Most of the participants in seminars from all WUAs (from 81to 100%), consider that the informative 
features of the seminars are high and very high (Figure 4). 
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Most of the participants in the series of seminars have highly appreciated the quality of individual 
materials (Figure 5), verbal presentations (Figure 6), visual (Figure 7), training methods (Figure 8), as 

well as the logistical arrangements (Figure 9). 

Most of the participants in seminars consider that they need additional information in the areas raised by 
the seminars (Figure 10). 
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5. Implementation of Sustainable Agriculture Actions initiated in previous 
projects 

 

The sustainable agriculture practices were implemented as 
follow up activities of Sustainable Agriculture Programs 
(2000-2006) funded by Dutch Foundations CORDAID and 
NOVIB.   
 
The soil, water and biodiversity conservation actions in 
vineyards, orchards and arable land situated on slopes, were 
carried out and sustained by the owners in Tartaul de Salcie 
pilot village.  The following actions were performed:  

� Contour roads inclined against the slope for water 
excess evacuation during torrential rains; 

� Forest belts; 

� The channels for water retention and evacuation which are built with a secondary inclination of 
up to 1.5 degrees as opposed to the slope inclination; 

� The land dams which capture the water flowing down the slope and distribute it into a channel for 
its evacuation; 

� Barriers in the way of the water are built of any agricultural waste: straw, tree branches, twigs, 
etc., which are fixed in places where the rain usually forms rivulets; 

� Perennial grassed waterways; 

� The each 3-5th interrows of vineyards and orchards is 
grassed depending of on slopes steepness; 

� Soil conservation tillage in vineyards; 

� Arable land were protected from erosion through 
contour farming, roads with inclination opposite to 
the slope and through buffer stripes planted with 
perennial plants resistant to draught; 

� Integrated plant protection actions were carried out in 
vineyards; 

� Cleaning of natural springs in the forest close to the 
village and their protection; 

� Plantation of forest species trees around the homes in the village. 

� In cooperation with the Mayor’s office actions for waste management were carried out, the 
activity being under permanent control. 

� Actions of cleaning village streets and maintaining the order on the village territory and 
surroundings were carried out. 

 

The clearing and maintenance work in the village forest fitted up as an entertainment site in earlier 
programmes were continued.  The replanted forest and the 
plots affected by landslides were further improved and 
maintained. This area is used for ecological education and 
recreation.   

 

NGO BIOS carried out regular consulting work for farmers, 
teachers, students, NGOs, CBOs, local public administration 
in issues of interest to them associated with sustainable 
agriculture, organic agriculture, environment protection, 
sustainable community development, monitoring and 
evaluation of performed actions, etc.   
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6. Other activities performed by NGO BIOS 
 

6.1. Lobby of Sustainable Agriculture and 
Sustainable Land Management Practices 

• TV Talk show on organic farming and 
agricultural products for healthy living with 
participation of Minister of Agriculture and 
Food Industry and representatives of civil 
society organizations: NGO BIOS and People 
in Need (May 17, 2012): 
http://www.jurnaltv.md/ro/news/formula-
pentru-bani-si-sanatate-362549/#; 

• Meeting (together with colleagues from National Council for Participation) with Mr. 
Marian Lupu, Chairman of the Parliament and Ms. Liliana Palihovici, Vice Chairperson of 
the Parliament regarding the civil society organizations positions on National 
Development Strategy "Moldova 2020"; 

• Press conference on civil society organizations positions regarding National Development 
Strategy "Moldova 2020": http://www.ustream.tv/recorded/22641959; 

• Member of the Working Group for 
the development of UN – Republic 
of Moldova Partnership Framework 
Action Plan 2013-2017. 

• Development together with some 
environmental NGOs and 
prezentation of the Pozition paper 
of NGOs related to Sustainable 
Development in framework of the 
National Conference „Civil Society 
Consolidation in the Republic of 
Moldova for an improved 

environment” which was organised in Chisianu on September 14-15, 2012. 
 
 

6.2. Information of CSOs community and population on the decisions approved 
during 10 Meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP-10) of UNCCD 

Information of CSOs community on the decisions approved during COP-10 through: 

i. BIOS website: 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/libview.ph
p?l=ro&idc=12&id=1130&parent=0 ; 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/libview.ph
p?l=ro&idc=12&id=1132&parent=0  

ii. Participation in Radio programme: 
Ecoterra and Vocea Basarabiei;  

iii.  CSOs Forum of Environmental 
NGOs (February 10-11, 2012, 
Chisinau, Moldova); 

iv. NGO BIOS training events in various 
localities.  
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6.3. Promotion of Environmentally Friendly Practices 

• Moderation of the Soil Workshop during 
Forum of Environmental NGOs 
(February 10-11, 2012, Chisinau, 
Moldova); 

• Moderation of the Public Hearing of the 
Moldova Agriculture Competitiveness 
Project during Environmental NGOs 
Forum 
http://www.bios.ong.md/libview.php?l=e
n&id=1226&idc=12  

• Participation in the World Community 
Forum on Desertification and Citizen Action – Saving the Life-Giving Soils of the World 
(from February 28, 2012 till March 6, 2012). http://bit.ly/w5p1e8 with 
contributions/comments to online discussion of the following issues: 

� Saving the Life-Giving Soils of the World; 

� Desertification, food security and water scarcity; 

� Desertification and gender; 

� Desertification and citizens action. 

• Participation in the International 
Conference „Transformation of the 
Agricultural Sector: Sustainable 
Economic Development” (Chisinau, 
March 15, 2012). 

• Seminar „Healthy Soil Sustains Your 
Life. Let’s Go Land Degradation 
Neutral” for local public 
administration, farmers and rural 
entreprenors dedicated to the World 
Day to Combat Desertification 

(Puhaceni community, Anenii Noi district, June 17, 2012). 

• Knowledge sharing of sustainable land management (SLM) practices for farmers, rural 
NGOs and entreprenors. 

• Prezentation of BIOS experience in sustainable community development on the request of 
Hincesti Mayors Association (RM), Local Council of Husi municipality (Romania) in 
framework of the transboundary project „ADMINet -  for a harmonious development of 
the boundary region (Hincesti district, June 19, 2012). 

• Study visits for farmers in communities were 
SLM practices are implemented. 

• Prezentation of BIOS experience in soil 
erosion control and irrigation during the 5th 
Meeting of the Bic river Basin Council on 
the request of National Environmental Center 
(Gura Bicului, village, Anenii Noi district, 
November 09, 2012). 

• Moderation of the following panels during 
International Conference “2012 Drought in 
Moldova: Consequences and lessons for 
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policy development”: Long-term 
global and national weather forecast; 
Adaptation and resilient strategies in 
response to drought at the level of 
farms. The Conference was 
organized by Expert-Grup in 
partnership with Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation (Chisinau, November 
20, 2012). 

• NGO BIOS representative 
participated in the EU Eastern 
Partnership Civil Society Forum annual event which was held in Sweden on 29-30 
November 2012 http://www.eap-csf.eu/en/civil-society-forum-2012/documents/; 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/libview.php?l=ro&idc=12&id=1225 ; 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/libview.php?l=ro&idc=12&id=1225&parent=0  

• Participation in the International Conference „Challenges in water and sanatation sectors 
in the Republic of Moldova” http://mediu.gov.md/index.php/serviciul-de-
presa/noutati/1079-conferinta-internationala-provocarile-din-sectorul-apa-si-canalizare-
in-republica-moldova 

• Participation in the workshops related to economical, social and environmental impact of 
deep and comprehensive Free Trade Area of the RM with EU.   

• Dissemination of DLDD issues through NGOs working in rural areas and mass media. 

• Consultation with old and new National Focal Point regarding the joint activities to be 
performed at the local and national levels. 

• NGO BIOS has been admitted into the GEF NGO Network 
http://www.gefngo.org/formmaster.cfm?&action=main&menuid=12 

• Several interviews and participation in radio programme “Good 
Morning, Farmers”, “Children’ Hour” and “Ecoterra” by BIOS staff.  Subjects comprised 
addressing soil degradation, drought, desertification, climate change, pollution, 
sustainable land management actions, etc. 

• The representative of NGO BIOS was selected in UNCCD Ad hoc Advisory Group of 
Technical Experts on Impact Indicators Refinement 
http://www.BIOS.ong.md/libview.php?l=en&idc=12&id=1222. 

• The representative of NGO BIOS was appointed as member of the UNCCD CSO 
Selection Panel to represent the Regional Implementation Annex for Central and Eastern 
Europe http://www.unccd.int/en/programmes/Science/Monitoring-
Assessment/Documents/AGTE_
Members.pdf 

• REC programme "Supporting 
Environmental Civil Society 
Organisations" (SECTOR) in 
South Eastern Europe hired 
BIOS representative to adapt 
the Organisational Viability 
Toolkit, developed by the 
programme team to the 
conditions of the Republic of 
Moldova environmental CSOs. 
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