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Preface of the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
 
 
Currently, there are over 180 countries in the world, each with its own wealth and 
deficits, wisdom and backwardness, culture and illiteracy, achievements and disasters. 
 
The people populating them are all different and have different goals and principles, 
wishes and feelings, plans and opportunities.  However, common for all of us is the hope 
to survive in an ever complicating medium, to achieve the sustainability of our common 
world for us and for the generations to come. 
 
This hope should be our major instrument.  In order to use this instrument efficiently, we 
need to make each person on this earth aware of the situation with our environment, gain 
the contribution of each man, woman or child to its improvement, provide continuing 
encouragement for such contribution.       
 
The key to making our hope a reality is providing education and training to everybody in 
need of it and eradicating poverty which makes people insensitive to any global issue. 
 
Moldova is not a wealthy country with most of its population well off and susceptible to 
world sores.  The average Moldovan man or woman is concerned more with how to find 
the means to feed the family or to heat the home, than with the global warming or 
disappearance of species. 
 
Thus, the poverty eradication, education and training are the tasks we have to perform in 
order to join our peers from other countries in our concern for the environment, for the 
survival of the planet. 
 
This simple truth is guiding us in our work of learning, educating and training.  We 
collect books and booklets, computer programs and pictures, good practices, strategies 
and policies, laws and regulations and share them with the people in the countryside, who 
have the most need in our help. We learnt that the education and training should be 
practical and that it should provide visible benefits to the people subject to it. 
 
Only a community based systemic approach to research, implementation, training and 
education can ensure a good return on our everyday work and benefit the people in need 
of assistance and support. 
 
 
Valentin Ciubotaru 
Chairman of the Board of Directors 
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1. Mission Statement 
 
NGO BIOS devotes all its efforts to the improvement of the environment and life 
conditions of the people of Moldova based on sustainable development principles. 
 
Its main goals are: 
• Increase of the institutional, training, education and research capacity of the 

organisation through accumulation and development of knowledge, expertise, highly 
qualified staff drawing on the national and international experience, cooperation and 
research. 

• Improvement of the overall environment of the country through research and 
implementation programmes in the fields of soil and water conservation. 

• Provision of high quality education and training, assistance and consulting to the 
population of the country in sustainable development, farm and small business 
development, social and economic development. 

• Poverty eradication through search for business opportunities, social protection 
programmes, neighbourhood mutual assistance programmes. 

• Promotion of women’s greater involvement in the life of the society through their 
training, consulting in approaches to solve their problems and achieve their rights. 

 
In its work, NGO BIOS relies on cooperation with its partners from the countryside and 
city, creation of capacities for a wider range of activities throughout the country, 
participation in international and national scientific events, dissemination of knowledge 
and work results through their publication in mass media, editing a bulletin and the 
preparation of training materials for seminars, workshops and other events. 
 

2. Long – and Short –Term Objectives 
 

Long Term: 
• To achieve a high degree of expertise within the organisation, which would enable it 

to undertake major programmes for the development of the Moldovan society, 
especially in the rural space. 

• To achieve the necessary institutional capacity within the organisation, which would 
allow for a wider range of activity over the territory of the country. 

• To achieve higher appreciation among NGOs, governmental agencies, local 
authorities and the population. 

   
Short Term: 

• To develop at least one  three year project per year in sustainable development and to 
secure the funding; 

• To have at least 2 members per year participate in an international scientific event in 
the areas  of soil, water and biologic diversity conservation; 

• To have at least 4 members per year participate in a training course; 
• To gain more potential partners in the countryside in order to have a better choice for 

involvement of highly qualified specialists in projects; 
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• To have the full time staff members of BIOS well trained for efficient work; 
• To encourage the female members of BIOS always to state their views and defend 

their positions in meetings and decision-making processes.  
 
 

3. Achievements in 2000 
 

We are proud that donors assistance allowed BIOS to further strengthen the organisation, 
improve its capacity, provide training to staff and counterparts, produce education and 
training materials and publications, widen the range of activities and number of 
beneficiaries, acquire greater prestige in the country, continue the work for the 
sustainability of its operation, widen the cooperation with other entities and personalities. 

 
PROGRAMME ON SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE FUNDED BY DUTC H 

FOUNDATIONS CORDAID AND NOVIB 
 

3.1 Research 
“In some villages there are families, in which as many as 
three generations suffered and died from the same disease 
provoked by heavily polluted well water.  And all this time 
there was a much better well only 50 meters away from the 
first one.  This tragedy could have been prevented through 
a plain research of the well water quality”, said Mr.  
Gheorghe Grigheli, researcher of the Research Center for 
Agrochemical Service contracted by BIOS to carry out soil 
and water research in two of the pilot farms. 

 
The research over this period comprised a few important components: the research of 
water quality in wells, rivers, lakes and springs in Tartaul de Salcie, Butesti, Molesti and 
Cajba, soil and biodiversity research in Butesti, Molesti, Tartaul de Salcie and the 
integrated plant protection research in Tartaul de Salcie. 

 
Research of water quality was deemed necessary due to the fact the rural population in 
Moldova shows higher morbidity and mortality than the urban one, one of the factors 
contributing to the situation being, according to assumptions, the low quality of 
consumed water.  A total of 295 wells, 17 springs, 2 rivers and 5 lakes were analysed.   

 
The conclusion was that in Butesti only 28 wells out of 72 comply with the norms, in 
Tartaul only 17 out of 83, in Cajba – 58 out of 114 and in Molesti – only 5 out of 26.  
Pollution with nitrates is especially frequent.  

 
The data of the analyses were used at a special general meeting of the respective villages 
aiming at telling the population the data, cautioning the ones with polluted wells, 
revealing the possible sources of pollution.   
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Soil research is a significant factor in the well-being of the rural population since soil is 
the main wealth of the country and it plays a great role in the decision making process in 
rural areas.  

 
In Tartaul de Salcie, Butesti and Molesti the agricultural surfaces were studied in respect 
to the agrochemical contents of soils, their physical qualities and the needed actions for 
improvement taking into account the relief, climate conditions and the crop structure.  
The results of the research were discussed with farmers. The general public of the 
respective villages was informed about the research and the access to the report was 
ensured for any and all concerned parties. 
 
Based on the ecological vulnerabilities of Cretoaia territory the land organisation plan 
was developed by BIOS together with counterparts.  The urgent need for such a plan was 
dictated by the wide process of soil erosion and landslides identified in 1997 which 
intensified in 1998 and 1999 as a result of torrential rains and other factors.  Another 
factor - the swamps, emerged in 1998 on a wide territory of Cretoaia village affecting or 
threatening people’s houses. The territory organization plan for arable land for Tartaul de 
Salcie was carried out so that conservation works were implemented optimally taking into 
account the specific local conditions. The general objectives of the plans were identified 
as a result of discussions with the researchers, representatives of the village and local 
administrations, as well as the farms management.  
 
Integrated plant protection research is a priority due to the high previous pollution of 
many agricultural fields and due to the high often inaccessible costs of chemicals used for 
treatments against pests and diseases.  The data of the biologic plant protection research 
are needed also in view of the high resistance of pests to known and new chemicals and 
the need for greater doses which are dangerous for the environment and in view of the 
orientation towards agricultural production with little or no chemicals.   

 
The objective of the research was to find out the economic efficiency of the biologic plant 
protection preparations for their promotion and for training purposes and to test the said 
preparations in certain conditions and in respect to certain varieties.  The conclusions 
showed a relatively high efficiency and a certain amount of money saved.  However, it is 
still difficult to estimate the exact amount saved due to fluctuation of prices for chemicals 
and due to their varying quality.   
 
Biologic diversity research is indispensable due to the extremely high correlation 
between the processes taking place in the agricultural and non-agricultural surfaces of one 
hydrographic  basin.  Degradation of agricultural land has led to lower crops and thus, 
lower income.  The latter has conducted to survival actions, i.e., purchase of a great 
number of cattle, especially goats, and other domestic livestock and birds, which degrade 
the non-agricultural land.  Ultimate degradation of forests and pastures occurring in 
Moldovan villages now leads to yet further degradation of agricultural surfaces through 
lack of protection against winds, degradation of local microclimate, decrease of useful 
birds, animals and insects. The research of biological diversity (flora) was deemed a 
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necessary component due to the need for the repair of the landscapes  in all the three pilot 
localities and due to the need for the floristic data in order to develop a specific plan for 
environmental protection in each of the villages.   
 
The inventory of flora species was made according to existing classifications.  For each 
site improvement actions were recommended having in mind their usefulness for the local 
population, conservation of a certain area aiming at its inclusion in an ecological tourist 
route. 

 
3.2 Implementation 

 
“Bridges that separate us, bridges that draw us closer”, 
title of an article in “Moldova Suverana“ newspaper on the 
activities of BIOS in Butesti village. 
 

According to the results of the research some practical solutions were offered in the form 
of soil, water, biodiversity conservation actions to be implemented in 3 pilot plots. The 
three sites identified for the program collectively provide a unique opportunity to 
demonstrate sustainable agriculture practices for environmental protection and 
community development. The following criteria were utilised for site selection:  
 

• Physical Conditions: geomorphology of the territory, soil types and subtypes, 
climatic conditions, point and non-point sources of pollution, extent and severity 
of environmental degradation (of soil and water), ground water resources and 
suitability for investigation; 

• Social and Economic Conditions: type of farm (private, joint-stock company) 
and size, type of agricultural production (vineyards, orchards, grain crops, etc.), 
proximity to schools, colleges, universities, research institutions, extent of public 
health services; 

• Management and Logistic Capacity: existing technical/ mechanical capability 
(farm machinery, equipment, storage, equipment maintenance, accessibility, 
conditions of roads, available public transportation), day and overnight 
accommodations, office space, meeting/conference rooms, willingness to carry out  
a part of work as in-kind contribution. 
 

From over 70 villages  the following companies were selected: “Pirojcov-Izvoras” farmer 
enterprise from Cretoaia village, Chisinau judet (this farm was selected in 1997 and BIOS 
implemented a number of activities in 1997-1999 ), “TarSalAgro” Joint Stock Company 
from Tartaul de Salcie village, Cahul judet, “Butestenii Grup” Joint Stock Company and 
“Plai-Sirbu” individual enterprise from Butesti and Molesti villages, Balti judet. 
 
From the geographic standpoint, the three sites are representative of the three agro-
climatic zones of Moldova which are critical for demonstrating and evaluating the 
applicability of production practices and techniques that are planned to be recommended 
for all of Moldova.  The strategic location of these sites in the north, centre and south of 
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Moldova will also foster greater participation in the overall program and support at the 
national, regional and local level. 
 
The plans for territory organisation are the basis for implementation of sustainable 
agriculture actions.  
 
In Tartaul de Salcie a surface of 10 hectares was planted with forest species to reduce the 
risk of landslides and soil erosion.  The system of soil conservation actions was 
implemented on the slopes with degree of: 6-100 on the area of 70 hectares. This system 
includes: contour roads inclined against the slope accompanied by channels for water 
retention and evacuation grassed with perennial grasses waterways, barriers made of 
broken concrete poles and agricultural wastes were constructed in the way of rain water in 
vineyards for soil erosion control. In addition, the borders of fields were grassed. In one 
third of the vineyards and one third of the orchards each 5th row was grassed.  
 
Integrated plant protection actions (mainly biologic means) were carried out on 380 
hectares of vineyards, which allowed fewer treatments with chemicals and prevented a 
certain amount of soil and water pollution. 
 
Sixty hectares of field crops (maize) were protected from erosion through contour 
farming, roads with inclination opposite to the slope and through buffer stripes planted 
with perennial plants resistant to draught.   
 
Maintenance works were carried out in the forest (22 hectares) close to the village.  Seven 
natural springs were cleaned in the forest close to the village and their protection was 
ensured.  Some families planted forest species trees around their homes. 
 
In cooperation with the Mayor’s office actions for waste management were carried out,   
the activity being under permanent control. 
 
In Butesti and Molesti villages, in order to protect the soil from erosion, strip cropping 
and soil conservation tillage were utilised as important  actions for soil erosion control. 
One water reservoir was cleaned. A forest protection belt was repaired; trees were planted 
along two big gullies. Two bridges were built in Butesti village and eight unauthorized 
waste disposal sites were liquidated. The places where waste was thrown were fenced 
through a cooperation effort of BIOS, staff, members and  management, local 
administration and the members the two competing farming companies of the village. An 
authorized waste disposal site was prepared and both BIOS counterparts provided 
services with the delivery of the manure and waste to waste disposal sites in order to 
avoid the pollution of the village.   
 
In Cretoaia soil conservation technologies were utilised on arable land. 
 
In all of the listed works BIOS contributed funds for materials and fuel as well as advice, 
while the pilot village contributed voluntary labour in pilot villages. 
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3.3 General training and education activities 
 

“In training, the time has come to give up the arrogant 
principle “I know everything there is to know  and have 
come to teach you” and make room for the principle “We 
all know a lot of valuable things and would gratefully learn 
from each other””  said Elena Bivol in an informal 
conversation with the presenters of the 1st zonal seminar 
organized by BIOS in cooperation with 2 ministries.   

 
In accordance with the training strategy of BIOS comprising training by doing in pilot 
farms, use of practical experience for wider public in the work of training centres and 
wide dissemination of knowledge among different categories of population, a big number 
of training events was organised.  The most important of them are reported.  

 
3. 3.1 Training Centres establishment 

 
“We never even dreamt of what a terrible headache we 
were calling on ourselves when we accepted to have this 
BIOS Training Center in our village” says Mr. Petru 
Lupusor, Mayor of Cajba village, Balti judet, during a zonal 
seminar organised by BIOS in cooperation with 2 
ministries.   

 
BIOS Training Centres aim at disseminating the growing expertise in sustainable 
development throughout the country using the pilot farms as demo sites. Beneficiaries of 
the centres are farmers, students, children of the country. 
 
The commitment was obtained of the local authorities or management of the hosting 
institution, in which the opening of the centres was proposed, to participate in organising 
training events, to promote the participation of staff and village population in events, to 
keep the village (institution) in good shape in view of visiting trainees. 
 
The location of the 3 centres on the premises of 3 different organisations (entertainment 
centre in Cajba, Ecological Inspectorate in Cahul and National College orf Vineyards and 
Wine Making in Stauceni) makes for wider opportunities for BIOS to develop training 
materials for various categories of the population and to disseminate them on the whole 
territory of the country.  In addition, some plans are made for the Stauceni centre to open 
a remote learning institute for farmers to be able to learn by correspondence, through 
regular on site training sessions of the teachers in three different zones of the country.   

 
3.3.2 Work of training centres 

 
a. Stauceni 
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Stauceni training centre has the orientation to work with university and college students 
and teachers plus farmers in the areas comprised in BIOS objectives.  Thus, the centre 
worked on a cooperation plan for agricultural college and university training institutions, 
collected information on the training programs and curricula in ecological education of 
students and on opportunities for improvement and cooperation.  
 
In this respect, the centre organised meetings with representatives of relevant faculties of 
the State University, Agrarian University, Technical University, Environmental College, 
Taul and Svetlii Agricultural Colleges and other (6) agricultural colleges, etc.  
Cooperation intentions were found in most cases. Cooperation relationships were 
established with the extension service centres of the Ministry of Agriculture for mutual 
support and common activities.  
 
A seminar for identification of training needs was carried out on April 9. The Stauceni 
seminar was widely attended by college professors, students, local schoolchildren,  
farmers.  The following training needs were identified through a brainstorming session 
and discussion and through a questionnaire provided by BIOS: knowledge in sustainable 
agriculture, in soil protection, in combating landslides, general environmental protection, 
knowledge and methods for biologic plant protection. The highest concern of the 
participants was found as being caused by landslides, followed by soil pollution, water 
erosion, weeds, decrease of fertility, physical, chemical degradation of the soils – in the 
listed order. As the preferred forms of training the following were listed: receipt of 
individual materials, individual consulting and excursions on site. The potential for 
dissemination of materials of the participants ranged between 10 and 50 people. 
 
Sustainable agriculture concepts were included in the agriculture courses of the College 
for Vineyards and Wine Making. The establishment of a remote learning network is 
planned for farmers from the whole country and its concept is being worked on. 
 
The centre organised a number of activities with students and college teachers including 
dissemination of knowledge among students, ecological hours, promotion of wider 
participation in BIOS contests, establishment of connection between teachers and 
students, trials of participatory training sessions with participation of teachers willing to 
modify the methodology. 
 

b. Cajba 
 
The Cajba centre’s orientation was the work with school – and kindergarten age children 
and, certainly, with farmers.  Cooperation ties were established with almost all the 
schools of the region and with some of the operating kindergartens in the neighbouring 
villages.  Opportunities for training events and training programs for children and 
teenagers were discussed and are being explored. A seminar for identification of training 
needs was carried out on April 9.  The Cajba seminar was attended by local farmers, 
representatives of the district ecological authorities, teachers of the local school, the local 
authorities, the local physician.  
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The centre organised a number of activities, including a performance prepared by the 
local kindergarten and local school with poems, written by the children, an exhibition of 
children’s  pictures, songs and drama.  An excursion for children of school age was 
organised to the “Padurea Domneasca” nature reserve, a few nature monuments in the 
region, including the Butesti cave, the Camenca river meadow, BIOS pilot sites in the 
region, etc.  During the excursion contests and games for children were organised. 
 

c. Cahul 
 
The main objective of Cahul training centre was initially expressed as being cooperation 
of different age groups in environmental protection work.  Thus, cooperation plans were 
established with the two Cahul universities, with the schools of the region and with the 
local farmers associations and extension services. A seminar for identification of training 
needs was carried out on April 21.  The Cahul seminar was attended by local farmers, 
school teachers, university professors, representatives of the district ecological authorities 
and the local authorities. 
 
The connections established led to a network of activities by adults in cooperation with 
children such as the scout’s work, work for the incorporation of sustainable development 
principles in the environmental protection courses of universities and schools, 
involvement of environmental protection agency staff in training activities, as well as the 
dissemination of knowledge using the local radio, newspapers and the centre’s leaflet.  
 
The Cahul centre co-organised along with the scouts organisations of Moldova a camp for 
over 200 scouts that implemented a number of useful activities for the local population, 
including assistance to old people, manual clearing of pests from trees of the reserve.  
They also had group contests in oratory art and sports competitions. The Cahul centre co-
organised along with the Tartaul de Salcie Gymnasium a performance prepared by the 
local school with poems, written by the children and songs. 
 
 

3.3.3 Training activities 
 

a. Seminars on Sustainable Agriculture  
 

Three seminars were organised during the period, one in Butesti (March 16) and two in 
Tartaul de Salcie (March 2 and June 30) on interdependence of agriculture and 
environment with focus on care for vineyards in the south and field crops in the north, 
respectively.  The seminars took place at the request and according to the needs expressed 
by village population. 
 

b. Seminars in cooperation with Ministries 
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In order to achieve higher impact of training it was decided in BIOS to involve the 
Ministry of Environment and Territory Development and the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Processing Industry and the Ecological Inspectorate in three zonal seminars, so that each 
of the co-organizing party contributes to the seminars with agreed upon elements.   
 
Thus, the seminars were held on March 20, 22 and 24 in Tartaul de Salcie, Stauceni and 
Cajba, respectively, and in spite of the cold in the premises and the snowy weather 
making the travel of some people rather difficult, the participants were excited, interested  
and eager to find out more about weeds and seeds, plant protection and ways to reduce the 
intensity of landslides and soil erosion; and improve fertility.  Also eager to share their 
experience and success in some of these areas.   
 
BIOS used this opportunity to make a little research of training needs and provided to 
each participant a questionnaire on training needs, interests and ecological concerns.  
Since it was identified that most participants in the seminars could disseminate the 
knowledge to at least 10 other people, it was decided to send the BIOS bulletin to each of 
the participants that showed their interest in it or need for it.   
 

c. Seminars in cooperation with Perieni Soil Erosion Control Station, Romania 
 

A number of three soil researchers of Romania from the Perieni Soil Erosion Control 
Station along with three local researchers  were invited to make presentations in three 
localities of Moldova most interested in their experience.  The presenters were advised to 
use local material for their presentations and they were a success in that the farmers were 
active and discussing freely all the items of the agenda.  They shared their experience and 
were encouraged to maintain contacts with each other and with the researchers. 

 
The seminars took place in the following localities: Gordinesti, Chisinau, Tartaul de 
Salcie on July 21, 22 and 23, 2000.  Participants were chosen by the respective training 
centres from among the visitors of the centres that expressed interest in the matters to be 
discussed. 

 
At the request of the participants, additional issues of local interest were included in the 
agenda, which differed in the three seminars.  Based on the materials provided in advance 
by the presenters, the proceedings of the seminars were prepared and handed to all the 
participants. A radio program used the materials of the Gordinesti seminar for 
dissemination of knowledge of interest for the population. 
 

d. Workshops 
 
As Tartaul de Salcie counterparts are more active in the implementation of the nature 
conservation strategy developed along with BIOS, a practical training workshop for the 
other pilot villages and the directors of the training centres and several other personalities 
with potential for dissemination of knowledge was organised there on June 17.   
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The participants were informed about the general concept of interdependence of nature 
components and the need to take care of all the components of the environment in all 
circumstances, not only when the country becomes rich or when we will have solved all 
our problems. 
 
The classroom presentations were followed by a visit in the fields of “TarSalAgro”, 
where the activities performed by the company together with BIOS were shown. Many of 
the participants made plans for similar work in their villages and expressed personal 
commitments for environmental protection activity in the future. 
 
The workshop “Terra - a chance for the third Millennium” was organised in the National 
College for Vineyards and Wine Making (April 21) dedicated to the 30th edition of the 
Day of the Earth for the teachers and students. The participants discussed the subjects of 
environment pollution, climate change and the role of everybody in nature conservation. 
 

e. General meetings in pilot villages 
 
On November 25 and December 7, general meetings were held in Butesti and Tartaul de 
Salcie villages, respectively.  During the meetings opportunities for further common work 
were discussed and the population was instructed in probable reasons for pollution of 
wells and ways to rectify the situation.  Possible reasons for soil and water pollution were 
also communicated to people along with ways to avoid pollution. 
 
Tree planting days and campaigns for territory cleaning with training sessions were 
organised in pilot villages and other localities by BIOS staff, training centres, pilot 
enterprises, local schools, Zonal Environmental Agencies and Mayor’s offices.   

 
f. Study tour 
 

A study tour for 35 people to Perieni Central Station for Soil Erosion Control in Romania 
was organised for 4 days.  The tour included a visit to the Station premises and library, a 
presentation by Perieni researchers and specialists, a visit in the fields of the Station and a 
discussion of the Perieni experience and of opportunities for implementation in Moldova. 
 
Since many of the participants in the tour represented the civic society of Moldova, a 
meeting with Vaslui NGOs was organised for establishment of connections.  NGOs of the 
South of Romania showed a great deal of interest for cooperation with the Moldovan ones 
in transboundary activities. 
 
The ecological problems being the same or similar for the localities of Moldova and 
Romania a meeting was held with the ecological authorities of Vaslui regional centre.  
The meeting provided useful information to the participants in the area of forests and 
forest belts protection, Pruth river water protection, opportunities for common projects, 
etc. 
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The fact that many of the participants were teachers of biology of Moldovan schools and 
employees of ecological agencies of different localities involved in training activities, 
three training sessions were organised in the spare evenings with the application of 
modern training methodology and comprising the latest state of the art in the subjects 
taught. 

 
The participants in the tour evaluated the tour as extremely useful both through the 
knowledge acquired and through the connections established in Romania as well as with 
the other members of the group, most of them being previously unacquainted.  
 

3.3.4 Educational works 
 

“My own unborn son, the desired future grey eyed daughter 
of mine, I do not know you yet, but I am frequently startled 
from the awful dream that you are both standing at the 
edge of the devastated and burnt field and crying”, writes 
Mr.  Vladimit Vragalev, 17, student  of the Agricultural 
Technological College in Svetlii, Gagauzia region, the 
winner of the National Contest of Essays in Soil Protection.  
 

• Soil Campaign 
 
 

a. Contest of essays  “Land-Eternity” 
 

A contest of essays was announced in December 1999 on the topic “Land-Eternity” for 
students and schoolchildren with an orientation for searching for older methods of soil 
protection known and/or used by their grandparents.  The idea was for the children to 
cooperate with the older generations in performing a research of soil protection methods 
with a view of their subsequent revival if applicable.  A number of 116 children and 
young people participated.  The essays ranged from highly literary-romantical to very 
technical and were based both on the study of special literature and on the communication 
with parents and grandparents.   
 
Although only 10 awards were announced, the essays proved so valuable, that a number 
of 22 winners were declared which participated in the roundtable discussion reflected 
later by the Moldovan TV and radio.  The discussion was exciting both for the students 
and schoolchildren, who have come from all the parts of Moldova to attend it and for the 
invitees of BIOS (BIOS members, teachers from various colleges and universities, 
representatives of the Ministry of Education, etc.). 
 
The discussion was aimed at seeking practical instruments for the solution of soil 
problems in Moldova. Among the most important solutions suggested were: a) 
enforcement of existing laws and development of new laws, b) appeals and messages to 
various groups of the public, c) employment of people’s religious feelings, d) ethical and 
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esthetical education, e) a pilgrimage of students about Moldovan villages with lectures, f) 
greater involvement of city people in the solution of the soil problems, g) long term 
models of rural life, h) formation of partnerships with all concerned parties for greater 
effect, etc. 
 
The winners in the contest requested BIOS to involve students and schoolchildren in 
ecological work and to rely more on their opinions in the issue.  They expressed their 
special appreciation of the manner, in which the discussion was conducted with their 
opinions being listened to with respect and interest.   
 

b. Ecological excursion 
 

Eleven children that won the contest of essays organised by BIOS at the beginning of the 
year took part in an ecological excursion to the Prutul de Jos nature reserve and 
“TarSalAgro” JSC on June 28.  The excursion started with a short session in Stauceni 
training centre where the children invented names for 10 environmental protection posters 
to be placed in adequate places during the excursion. 

 
The names suggested by the children were new, original, fresh and appealing.  The best of 
them were chosen, printed and during the rather long bus drive, inserted into poster 
boards prepared beforehand and fixed on pegs.  In appropriate places the bus was 
stopped, a poster chosen and fixed with the due discussion following. 

 
At the Prutul de Jos nature reserve, the children met with the Director, Vice Director and 
with the staff of the Reserve, admired the rare birds and plants of the Beleu lake and 
discussed opportunities for the solution of some of the problems revealed by the reserve 
staff. 
 
At the final destination (“TarSalAgro” JSC), the children met in the local forest with their 
peers from Tartaul de Salcie Gymnasium. A very interesting meeting took place and the 
children shared their experience in environmental protection actions, performed by them. 
At the end of the meeting a nice performance prepared by the local school with poems 
and songs was presented. 
 
The excursion was evaluated as useful by all the children, most of them expressing their 
desire to participate in any useful work of BIOS. 

  
c. Contest of Fairytales 

 
A national contest of fairytales in soil conservation was organised and 73 authors 
submitted their works for consideration as parts of a special book for children of younger 
school age..  It was followed by a process of refining the works selected for publication, 
which was carried out by professional writers.   
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4. Gender work  
 
Seminar in gender issues in NGO BIOS 
 
A seminar in gender issues was carried out in NGO BIOS on March 2 in order to 
elucidate the gender state of affairs and to suggest improvements if necessary.  The 
seminar gave general notions on  gender and sex and the impact of their confusion in the 
decision making process in organisations. 
 
A Gender Quick Span tool was used for the gender diagnosis of the NGO which scored 
121 points, meaning that  the NGO was  close to “gender weak”.  It was stated as a 
positive fact that both genders were about equally represented in the NGO both at the 
management and execution level.  The fact was revealed, however, that insufficient effort 
was made to assure the adequate representation of both genders in the recruitment of 
contractors and partners and in training and other events organised by BIOS or with BIOS 
participation. 
 
Another deficiency revealed during the seminar was the fact that women researchers were 
rarely involved in BIOS work assuming that they would be unwilling to travel, while men 
were not included in education work also assuming that women did it better.  Both 
assumptions were stated as being wrong and the decision was taken to always give the 
work to the best irrespective of gender.    
 
A working plan in Gender area was made for the current year including: further 
accumulation of knowledge in gender issues in the organisation; increase of gender 
sensitivity within the organisation; inquiring about and taking into account the gender 
needs of staff, members and contractors  of BIOS; in making decisions about work of 
women in the NGO taking into account their triple role and assisting whenever possible 
with the two “unproductive” roles; carry out a research in gender issues in the pilot farms 
of BIOS and planning further gender work in the communities according to the needs 
identified; development of further training tools in gender issues for young people. 
 
 

5. Publications 
 

Only working in BIOS I realised that my colleagues and I 
should rewrite all our publications for students and farmers 
due to the fact that they do not provide a vision for 
sustainable development, said Mr. Andrei Gumovschi, 
Vice-Director of National College of Vineyard and Wine 
Making, Director of Stauceni BIOS Center during the 
Seminar co-organised by BIOS and the Perieni Soil Erosion 
Control Station. 
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Sustainable development being a new phenomenon and being not among the “essential” 
subjects in the country is ignored almost everywhere. 
 
Thus, any publication in this field is important and necessary.  So much so, that the 
brochure “Sustainable Agriculture for us and for Future Generations” published by BIOS 
in 1999 with funds from Novib and Bilance was chosen by USIA alumni board in 
Moldova to be posted in Internet at the expense of the Board and it was also chosen by 
the government of the Republic of Moldova to be exhibited in electronic form at the 
EXPO-2000  Exhibition in Hanover as training material of essential importance for the 
country.  
 
In respect to publications the Advisory Scientific Board of BIOS decided that the 
organisation should have several parallel channels for training, so that the public could 
choose the one most appropriate or preferred..  Thus, it was decided that in addition to the 
four issues of BIOS bulletin per year and one or two brochures, a series of articles in 
“Moldova Suverana”, a national newspapers with big circulation, could make knowledge 
accessible for more people from among the ones not accessed by BIOS training centres 
and other training activities.    
 
As a general policy guideline it was resolved to apply to wider public in search for themes 
for the publications and also in the search for solutions to environmental problems in the 
country, especially soil problems.  Greater attention was paid to the environmental 
protection and particularly to soil protection education of small children and school age 
children.  
 

• Manual for utilisation of agricultural equipment  
 
A manual was developed by two professors of the Agricultural University with BIOS 
advice on training methodology and sustainable agriculture.  The manual is filling in the 
great need of the students that formally had to study agricultural equipment using Russian 
books or older manuals lacking the recent agricultural technologies. 
  

• Proceedings of the 3 zonal seminars 
 
The seminars had the role of handouts for a lasting and fundamental learning in a few 
areas identified by BIOS as prior for the zones represented.  

 
As a special treat of the publication an essay was included of a professional poet 
appealing to the hearts and the brains of the readers with a legend of man and nature.  
 
The seminars having different agendas, three different proceedings were prepared 
including the areas of utmost interest for the respective zone.   

 
• Training materials in “Moldova Suverana” newspaper 

 



 18

Many of country’s citizens have no opportunity to visit a training centre or to attend a 
seminar, or even to buy a book.  There are people who never read books, but read 
faithfully all the newspapers they find.  This category was accessed in a specific way. 
 
A newspaper with high circulation and national distribution was chosen and training 
materials were provided to it for publication in the most important environmental 
protection issues, such as the degradation of pastures, the ways to stop landslides, 
methods of ecological education for children, etc.  The newspaper allowed BIOS staff to 
share their knowledge and concepts with a wider auditorium and to gain access to more 
readers. 
 

• Four issues of BIOS bulletin 
 
Started in 1995 as a little more than a one page leaflet, BIOS bulletin has gained faithful 
readers and correspondents that request certain materials to be included in it, certain 
activities to be reflected.  Training in a number of subjects was requested, such as, 
computers, impact of environmental pollution on health, old time agriculture, climate 
change, permaculture, etc.  Pursuing its own training objectives, BIOS tends to be as 
receptive as possible to reader’s needs and interests. 
 
However, there is room for further improvement both in space and in quality and BIOS 
staff intends to use its own and its counterparts’ expertise to be of greater use to its 
readers.  
 
Four issues of the Bulletin were published over the reporting period and distributed 
among over 700 people.  Each issue had a short abstract of published articles in English. 
 

• Poster with BIOS activities 
 
A poster was needed as a card of the NGO for presenting the main activities of BIOS to 
the public in an accessible way.  It included a number of pictures from different events 
organised by BIOS in cooperation with farmers and farmers associations, NGOs, 
agencies, institutions, central and local public administration, etc. 
 
 

6. Other activities performed by BIOS members 
 

• Project “Choice of Optimal Model  for Soil Erosion Prognoses and Actions 
for Sustainable Agriculture” 

 
The project was implemented during the period July 1998 - June 2000.  The idea of a user 
friendly computer model for use by farmers of the Republic of Moldova was checked 
against twelve existing soil research models in order to find a basic analogue for 
development taking into account the specific conditions of Moldova.  The model for soil 
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erosion evaluation and control (MECES) based on the Revised Universal Soil Loss 
Equation  was developed.  
 
The most relevant data for the operation of the model were identified and collected from 
literature, statistical data and archives.  Soil and water research was performed in three 
different localities from the three main zones of the country (South, Center, North).  The 
meteorological data were copied from the relevant registers of the respective 
meteorological stations.   
 
A part of the changeable data were collected in three localities representative of three 
zones of Moldova differing according to their climatic and relief conditions, soil fertility, 
availability of irrigation water, quality of irrigation water, crops cultivated, utilised 
technologies, etc., namely: Tartaul-de-Salcie, Cahul judet in the South,  Cigirleni village, 
Chisinau judet in the Center, Butesti-Molesti village, Balti judet in the North.  These data 
were input into the model as specific for the respective zone.   
 
The data related to the physical and chemical state of soils and to the erosion resistance of 
eroded soils were identified through analyses of samples collected in the said localities.  
Among the indices studied were the soil density, porosity, hygroscopicity, resistance to 
penetration.  An important characteristic of the soil is its structure which was studied as a 
function of soil aggregates size, the hydrostability of aggregates, water permeability of 
soils, water infiltration rate and infiltration index.  The chemical properties of the studied 
soils included their salt contents, pH value, the content of exchangeable cations, content 
of nitric nitrogen and mobile phosphorous.   
 
As related to the state of soils the water used for irrigation was studied in respect to its 
mineralization degree and its reaction.  The potential consequences were stated of further 
use of inadequate water for irrigation for the state of agricultural soils. The research data 
were input into the model along with the values of the standard or irrelevant indices. The 
practical work of the model was preliminarily tested in Tartaul de Salcie village with the 
participation of the local farmers, agronomists, founders of “TarSalAgro” JSC .   
 
The calculated data were close to the experimental ones and were more accurate than the 
ones provided by models applied by design and research institutions. The 
recommendations and comments of the potential users were collected for processing and 
further refinement of the model.  The research data collected for the model were arranged 
in databases for subsequent use in the other models or for general information. 
 
The materials were collected and prepared for the publication of a small guide on the 
potential use of the developed computer model for management decision making in the 
areas of agriculture and environmental protection of the country. Only the soil protection 
actions appropriate for the transition period, i.e., low cost and highly effective ones, 
which are essential  for the economy and welfare of the country both to the population  at 
large and to concerned parties from scientific and state bodies, were included in the guide 
and recommendations offered by the model. The input of these data into the computer for 
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the respective regions made possible an easy use of the computer model with minimal 
input data on the part of the farmers seeking advice on soil management. 
 
The data to be provided by the farmer can be easily measured with simple instruments or  
found out, being usually known by each farmer, such as: slope length and steepness, the 
precursory crop and crop intended for use in the current year on the specific field, the 
technology, yield for the last few years, the existing soil conservation factors.   
 
After inputting all the data, the computer model is to recommend the best crop to be 
sown, the additional soil conservation actions to be employed in several combinations or 
options, from which the farmer could  make his/her choice depending on the 
circumstances on the market, own experience, need for certain products in his/her own 
household, other plans and intentions for the year.    The results of the project  might  also  
be  an  important  step towards  Moldova  joining  the  international  community  in  the 
efforts for sustainable development promotion, i.e.  joining  all the Conventions and 
Agreements on Nature Protection and  striving to  acquire  all  the  relevant international 
information   on   environmental protection activity.  
 
The soil research report prepared based on the research carried out in the three localities 
comprised not only the research findings per se, but also important conclusions regarding 
the methodology to be used in similar research, and the description of some frequent 
errors in the methodology of soil erosion control developed and promoted in Moldova in 
the past.    
 
No computer model exists in Moldova which could assist in the decision making process 
regarding the use of soils.  The model developed within the project is a highly useful tool 
due to its simplicity of use in spite of the high complexity of the input concepts and 
formulas. 
 
The detailed soil research report on the three localities of Moldova is a basis for further 
research in the area oriented towards practical application of the obtained data within the 
environmental protection and soil conservation work or within the agricultural practices 
applied in the region.      
 
The MECES computer model will be refined through field work and installed in the 
computers of the three training centres of NGO BIOS in three localities of the country 
situated close to the localities in which soil and water research was made as part of the 
project.    
 
 

7. BIOS development work 
 
“Who are you anyway?  Nobody in my village ever heard 
about BIOS or any such organisation”, says Mr.  Victor 
Ipati, participant in one of the zonal seminars. 
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7.1 Visit to Romania for discussion of cooperation opportunities 

 
Territorially, Chisinau is closer to some Romanian localities than to some Moldovan 
ones, and some Romanian agencies are closer to the pilot farms of BIOS than BIOS itself.  
So, it was deemed a waste not to explore the opportunities to use the resources of some 
organisations, institutions, and agencies from Romania for the research, training and even 
implementation works.  For this reason a short tour of the border localities of Romania 
was undertaken on July 24-28 in order to meet with potential partners and to decide on 
ways for cooperation.  During the 4-day trip meetings were organised with the Iasi section 
of the Ecological Movement of Romania, with a branch of the Romanian Ecological 
foundation in Iasi, with the NGO, “The Friends of Pruth River”, “Elena Cuza” ONG, 
“The Friends of the Earth” NGO and with the Ecological Agencies of Piatra-Neamt, 
Tirgu-Neamt and Bacau. 
 
All the organisations and agencies visited promised to think over BIOS ideas and to 
consider all possible cooperation opportunities.  On its part, BIOS, in considering next 
year plans will take into account the expertise and experience of some of the visited 
organisations and personalities. 
 

7.2 Strategy meeting of all BIOS partners 
 

A strategy meeting was convened for all pilot farm partners, training centre partners and 
the contracted water, soil, biologic diversity, plant protection and pasture researchers and 
specialists in territory organisation, including the Perieni Soil Erosion Control Station 
researchers from Romania on October 17.     
 
The meeting revealed opportunities for common actions in some of the areas and 
overlapping in other areas, which could be discussed and solved.  The pilot farm 
counterparts had the opportunity to state their priorities for development and to request 
ideas for the solution of some problems. 
 
The researchers could also state their problems when carrying out research on site dealing 
mainly with violation of the terms and conditions of the experiments due to the lack of 
information among rural population about the actions undertaken.  Some of them 
complained about unsatisfactory living conditions while working on site.  Most of the 
problems revealed found a satisfactory solution. 
 
The discussion of plans for the future showed interest in a number of developments, 
namely, more specific soil research, research for identification of sources of water 
pollution, pasture improvement, seeds, varieties, optimal proportion of crops and 
livestock, alternative sources of income for agriculture, etc. 
 

7.3 Meetings for discussion of cooperation opportunities 
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Two meetings (one in Stauceni on November 3 and one in Tartaul de Salcie on November 
4) were organised with local partners and the representatives of the Research Institute for 
Soil Science and Agrochemistry from Romania in order discuss the ways of cooperation 
and newly developed projects which are under consideration of donor organisations. 
 

7.4 Participation in Crop Science Congress 
 
The attendance of the 3rd Crop Science Congress (August 17 – 22, Hamburg, Germany) 
of two BIOS members with posters presentations was conditioned by the insufficient 
knowledge in BIOS regarding the varieties and species profitable for agriculture and non-
degrading for the environment.  The plenary sessions and group discussions attended 
suggested that technical crops are more profitable versus alimentary ones.  In addition, 
approaches to foodstuffs were also diversified taking into account food security issues of 
each country.  This suggested the advantages of a more diversified agriculture than the 
one currently in operation in the Republic of Moldova. 
 
Upon study of the demand for such specific crops (perfectly suited for Moldovan 
conditions, but forgotten) as soybean, lentil, millet, common bean, chick-pea, artichoke, 
etc., pilot and other farms may be recommended to start a small experiment with such 
crops for the future diversification process.  
 

7.5 Participation in Hanover “EXPO 2000”  
 
Technology can no longer be ignored and the need to find out the ways to use it in all 
areas of activity prompted the need to attend the exhibition (August 22-23, Hamburg, 
Germany).  Visits to a number of pavilions by branch and by country suggested the 
following conclusion for training:  1.  People of today, including children, are too busy 
and they dedicate too little time to reading.  Computer and other technology based 
training materials should be devised and used.  2.  Training should not appeal only to 
reason, but also to heart, spirit, and emotions.  3.  Training instruments should be 
maximally diversified. 
 
Scientific products should be provided to people as applicable tools.  Science should be 
sensitive to people’s needs and provide solutions to their problems.  In many ways the 
science is working in an atmosphere utterly detached from people’s lives.  This makes the 
products of science inapplicable and useless.   
 
Two exhibits of BIOS, (namely the electronic version of the brochure “Sustainable 
Agriculture” published a year before, “The Strategy for Sustainable Development in the 
Rural Space under implementation by NGO BIOS”) were presented at “EXPO”-2000 on 
the part of Moldova. 
  

7.6 Participation in the International Soil Campaign Conference 
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The participants from 31 countries of CIS, Central and Eastern Europe and Mongolia 
representing the authorities, the civic society and the soil research, had heated discussions 
with a view of establishing priorities in soil research, legislation, training, awareness 
building (August 25-28, Prague, Check Republic). 
 
The experience of several countries proved very interesting for use and connections were 
established with relevant participants for further mutual assistance in the area.  The ideas 
presented by BIOS members were highly appreciated by the participants and the general 
report based on the reports of all participants cited BIOS presentations in most of the 
issues discussed. The participants’ communications and general report are published. 
 

7.7 Participation in SB13 Climate Change Meeting 
 
Nobody can ignore climate change any more.  Environmental protection work is in many 
instances work for climate protection, greenhouse gas abatement, vulnerability and 
adaptation of ecosystems to climate change.  For this reason BIOS decided to take part in 
Subsidiary Body Meeting in Lyon, France, on September 4-15, 2000. Two BIOS 
members participated in workshops, exhibitions using the opportunity to meet with other 
NGOs working in climate change and to discuss ways of possible cooperation. 
 

7.8 Participation in the 6th Meeting of the Conference of Parties (CoP) of the 
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

 
During the meeting (The Hague, The Netherlands, November 13-24, 2000) the First 
National Communication of the Republic of Moldova under the UNFCCC was presented 
to the CoP. Due to the fact that two BIOS members took part in the development of the 
Communication it was decided to participate at CoP and to take part in discussions. 
Reviewing all the materials from the climate change meetings the decision was taken to 
include a wider climate change component in BIOS work starting initially with a training 
component and going further to include greenhouse gas abatement and adaptation actions 
through energy conservation, exploration of ways to use renewable energy sources, 
implementation of actions for promoting life in harmony with nature.   
 

7.9 Search for partners in Moldova  
 
Meetings and sessions were held with several organisations in view of future cooperation.  
Among them were universities and colleges, technical schools and secondary rural 
schools, the National Federation of Farmers, relevant personalities of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Ministry of Environment, NGOs working in the areas of environmental 
protection, agriculture, social and educational spheres, newspapers and publishing houses. 
 
 

8. Evidence of project impact and significance of BIOS work 
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A. BIOS training events have become much more popular.  The applications to 
participate in conferences and seminars exceed several times the planned number of 
participants. 

B. Feedback with the population has increased.  There are days when BIOS receives up 
to 10 letters and over 20 telephone calls. 

C. Central and local authorities start to appreciate BIOS expertise and consult it in most 
cases for taking major decisions.  For instance, the Ministry of Agriculture requested 
BIOS assistance in the development of the Law on Organic Farming and the 
respective standards, the Ecological Inspectorate requires BIOS expertise in rural 
areas, the Ministry of Environment invites  BIOS experts to different meetings. 

D. The Model for Soil Erosion Control and Evaluation was highly appreciated by the 
funding organisation (RSS Scheme of Soros). 

 
Ecaterina Corja, 40, teacher of biology, Zirnesti village:  “You see these trees right 
outside my fence?  They are one year old.  I saw this “fashion” in Tartaul de Salcie where 
I attended your seminar and was enchanted with the idea.  Now, further on this same 
street there are more of such plantations.  In a few years I will enjoy the smell of tile 
flower and the people will have the shade when they go past my house along the street”. 
 
Ion Berdera, Mayor, Burlacu village: “I wanted to meet with you because I live and work 
in a village close to your pilot village and right under my very eyes a common village 
with a lot of garbage around has turned into a clean locality with trees in each street, with 
its own recreation site, the vineyards protected from soil erosion in every manner and the 
huge gully turned into a growing forest.  During this same time our village has gone from 
bad to worse.  Do come to us at least for some guidance talk”.      
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9. Financial Statement 
 

Statement of Financial Position 
 

For the period from November 1, 1999 to December 31, 2000 
(all the data are provided in USD based on the exchange rate of lei as of 31.12.2000) 

 
 December 31,  2000 December 31,  1999 
Current assets   

Cash 55976.31 78137.73 
Receivables 12217.15  
Inventory 1981.97  
Total current assets 70175.43 78137.73 
Non current assets   
Fixed assets net 11823.83 349.69 
 11823.83 349.69 
Total assets 81999.26 78487.42 
Liabilities   
Labour costs 18.08  

Taxes and fees  2706.49  
Other liabilities 703.76 86.28 
Total liabilities 3428.33 86.28 
Targeted financing 55724.91 78106.66 
Increase in net assets  22846.02  
Total liabilities and net assets 81999.26 78487.42 
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Statement of Activity 
 

For the period from November 1, 1999 to December 31, 2000  
(All figures expressed in USD) 

 
Changes in Assets Indices as 

of 
31.12.1999 

Indices as of 
31.12.2000 

Total 
 

    
Donations 78106.66 50804.72 128911.38 

Other income  1025.00 1025.00 
Total Income 78106.66 51829.72 129936.38 

Expenditure    

Training of BIOS staff and counterparts  579.00 579.00 

Research of soil, water quality, plant 
protection and biologic diversity 

 12460.14 12460.14 

Research of gender  0 0 
Development of training methods and 
materials, training and consulting in 
sustainable agriculture 

 17090.06 17090.06 

Development of a plan for soil protection  2540 2540 
Implementation of soil conservation, plant 
protection and human settlement 
protection actions 

 12653.57 12653.57 

Establishment of three training centres  20546.37 20546.37 
Soil Campaign  2177.53 2177.53 
Publication of scientific report, colour 
brochure and  bulletins of BioSynopsis 

 3491.66 3491.66 

Office and administration costs  2703.14 2703.14 
Total expenses  74211.47 74211.47 
Carry-over of the targeted financing 78106.66 (22381.75) 55724.91 
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10.  AUDITOR’S OPINION 
 

 
We have audited the Statements of Financial Position of the NGO BIOS as of December 
31, 2000 and related documents covering its activity under the Mensen in Nood Caritas 
Nederland – CORDAID Project (C –440/8024) and Netherlands Organization for 
International Development Cooperation – NOVIB Programme (MOL-003-99-001) on 
Sustainable Agriculture in the Republic of Moldova for the period from November 1, 
1999 to December 31, 2000. 
 
We have conducted our audit in accordance with the accredited auditing standards. Those 
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance of 
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. The audit includes 
examining, based on selective testing, of the evidence supporting the amounts and 
disclosures in the financial statements. The audit also includes assessing the accounting 
principles used as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We 
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 
 
In our opinion, the submitted financial statements regarding the ‘Mensen in Nood Caritas 
Nederland’ and Netherlands Organization for International Development Cooperation on 
Sustainable Agriculture Programme in the Republic of Moldova, in all material respects, 
have objectively presented the results of the activity for the period ended December 31, 
2000 in accordance with the International Accounting Standards for non-commercial 
organisations.  

 
According to the undertaken investigation at NGO BIOS corruption or frauds in 

administration of funds donated by CORDAID and NOVIB were not found. 
 
Director of the audit firm Alkont”,  
A member of Association of Professional  
Accounts and Auditors of the Republic of Moldova 
 
Auditor        Ala Kulikowskaia 
 
Chisinau, June 01, 2001 
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Eleonora Rusnac Executive Director of the NGO “Union of 

Professional Interpreters” 
 
Vera Turcan Teacher, Cobani Gimnasium. 
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Elena Bivol    Executive Director 
 
Eugenia Iacob    Project Assistant 
 
Liviu Codreanu   Coordinator, training 
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Independent Farmers 

State Ecological 
Inspectorate 

Research Institute for Soil Science & 
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Federation of Moldova 
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judet 

 „TarSalAgro” JSC 

 “Buteştenii Grup” JSC 

Institute of Agriculture 
Agrochemical  Service  

Ministry of Environment and 
Territorial Development 

NGO “Biodiversity 
Protection” 

“Pirojcov-Izvoraş” 
Farmer Enterprise 
 

Edineţ branch of 
“Moldsilva” State 

Asociation 

Central Research Station 
for Soil Erosion Control, 

Perieni, România  



 30

 
Acknowledgements 
 
NGO BIOS expresses its gratitude to the  

• Mensen in Nood Caritas Nederland – CORDAID Project  

• The Netherlands Organization for International Development Cooperation – NOVIB  
 
for the support provided for Sustainable Agriculture Activities (for 1998-2000) in the 
Republic of Moldova 
 

• The Research Support Scheme of the Open Society Support Foundation for the 
support of 3 BIOS members for implementation of the Project: “Choice of Optimal 
Model for Soil Erosion Prognoses and Actions for Sustainable Agriculture”, 

• Charles Leopold Mayer Foundation for the support to participate in International Soil 
Campaign Conference in Prague, Check Republic,  

• The organisers of the 3rd Crop Science Congress to participate in the Congress in 
Hamburg, Germany, 

• BIOS partners for their in-kind contribution and qualified work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


